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SAFETY SUTURE NEEDLE ASSEMBLIES AND METHODS 

, CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

,0001] Thisap P Hcationdalm St hebenemofU.S. Proved Application No. 
TslU mJLm * 2004. « -a incorporated herein by raferanoa ,n 
entirety. 

10 STATEMENT ON FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 
[0002) Not applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

( 0003, Surgical naadlas hava baen used for centos .or human and veterinary 
medical purposes such as to close biological ttssue that has bean separated either 
^la - surgica, procedure. The surgical need* is used ,o panose ssue fc 
the advancement of a suture material in order to approximate .he aeparated assue 
To! for the natural healing processes to occur. The surgica, needle MM 
„as a sharpened and, « various sharp * conflgura.ons for t. desired effort or 
particular .issue. The conventional needle bod, is made of mainly high strength 
stainless steel and is formed .0 many dimensions arrf shapes. There are vanous 
„ays for attaching the sulure material such as gluing, crimping, swaging and 
u«ng shrink wrap type material. The needle is sterilized and packaged to reduce 
.he chance of transmission of infection to .he surgical or wound aria. 
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■0004] The standard surgical suture needle poses a significantly dangerous 
hazard to personnel, the patient and the surrounding patten, environment by 
increasing risks including hernial and acttral occurrences of accidental puncture. 
Because of ma size of ma needle, it Is often hard to montor during surgical 
procedures. The sharp needle point la particularly difficult to visualize from an and- 
on perapec«ve. This difficulty can be compounded by poor lighting or me 
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~ of mw contrasting body fluids or foreign matter. The fact that 

considerable forces are often applied to me needle at venous pomts dunng 
5 surgical procedure, amplifying the consequences of accidental events. 

,0005) immediately upon ,n»oduc«onin.o a stenle surgical environment 
surgical needle is a hazard pdmanf, due to me presence o, Its sharp et*o«d .p. In 
attempts to address the dsks of puncture, a variety of devices such as trays 
In* holders, and cushioned beds for the needle have been introduced for se 
,0 rSure, These attempts, however, are no, ahvays utilized because of factore 
inking the fenced and somebmes *aobc surgical environment n add , on «o 
„ll,,im«ons on .heir efrlcacy. The frequent resbng orstonng o, needles m 
unsafe locations during or following a medical procedure poses a hazard that holdmg 
devices simply cannot adequately address. 
u ,00061 There have been prior attempts et designing a safer suture needle For 
Irn le, see US 5236443 to Sonta, (f 993, and US 6.59233 to Mafsuzewa (2000). 
Tso fag. me needle ublizes an arch-shaped hump that prelects upwards from fr, 
1 middfe portion of ttte needle body. When this needle is he!d in a needle holder, 
me hump is depressed to allow prottusion of a sharp tip from what is otherw,se a 
20 blunted advancing end. Alternatively, Sontag teaches me use of a sliding pm to 
advance a sharp pointed end. For either me hump or pin approach, one 
disadvantage is that me otrfwardly projecting hump or pin mey exert unwanted 
addibona, dilabon upon me bssue M Is being penetrated. A second disad^tege 
k mat the hollow distal end mat Is supposedly blunted while me sharp bp ,s refracted 
25 can ebll pose a puncture hazard similar to ma. of a hypodermic needle. 

,00071 The Matsuzawa patent ublizes a su^ical needle type device with a blunted 
prolecbon bp operabng on principles comparable to an elecfrocautery untt As me 
needle device contacts bssue, a high frequency cun-ent passes through ate dev.ce, 
mereby applying high frequency current to me bssue and achieving focal bssue 
30 desfruobon and disruption to effect pene,ra«on«sion of me blun, bp of me needle. 
This approach has disadvantages. First, me requirement, maintenance, or 
maniputabon of an extensive electrical apparatus comparable to an elecfrocautery 
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unit may not be conducive to the realistic situations of minor laceration repair in a 
hospital emergency room or urgent care facility or within field operations dunng 
training exercises or military operations. Second, there may be less than ideal 
effects for particularly delicate tissues due to the expected destructive action. Th.rd, 
the complexity of the device may require considerable training and experience to 
actually realize a desired minimal level of tissue destruction. 

[0008] A general difficulty of suture needles with blunted tips is that their 
utilization may be better for closure of certain tissues such as muscle or particular 
fascia and not more widely applicable to other tissues. When applied to dosing 
tissue of a denser consistency, the force that is exerted to advance a blunt needle is 
greater than that needed for a sharper instrument This greater force becomes an 
additional hazard to the medical personal and/or patient; for example, such force can 
induce excessively unnecessary trauma to the tissue being treated. The greater 
force can also lead to tissue penetration more abruptly than expected and increase 
the risk of inadvertent needlestick injury to operating personnel. 
[0009] Despite attempts to address problems such as suture needle stick injuries, 
there has not been enough practical improvement. Recent government act.v.ty 
acknowledges the persistent problem of such injuries. Since 1998, at least 21 U.S. 
states have passed needlestick prevention legislation. It is highly desirable to stnve 
for ways to achieve lower incidence of harmful events and the related cost. There is 
a significant need for the development of safe and effective devices and methods 
relating to suture needles. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[00010] In general the terms and phrases used herein have their art-recognized 
meaning, which can be found by reference to standard texts, journal references and 
contexts known to those skilled in the art. The following definitions are provided to 
clarify their specific use in the context of the invention. 

[0001 1] When used herein, the term "activator" refers to a mechanical element 
capable of regulating another mechanical element. For example, an activator or 
activation mechanism can act on a connected extension shaft and/or sheath so as to 
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change the ultimate position or configuration of the sheath. In another example, an 
activator can be unitary with respect to a sheath or a sheath and extens.on. 

[00012] When used herein, the term 'initiator 0 refers to a component capable of 
inducing or triggering another device element. For example, an initiator or initiating 

5 mechanism can act on an activator to induce activator function. In a more deta.led 
example, energy input, e.g. in the form of heat or electricity, serves as an initiator 
which in turn influences or alters a property of an activator, which can further lead to 
an action such as a retracted sheath in the form of a loop flipping out to assume a 
protective position with respect to a sharp aspect of a sharp object, such as over a 

10 sharp end of a needle. 

[00013] When used herein, the term "sheath" or "sheathing body" or "sheathing 
assembly" refers to a shield, guard, deflector, or other extending, projecting, or 
protective piece that is capable of at least partially obstructing access to an item or 
portion of an item such as the sharp tip of a suture needle. The term can 

15 encompass a sheath mechanism. The term can include a sheath that is unitary wrth 
a sheath extension mechanism or projection mechanism. 

[00014] When used herein, the term "blunting mechanism" refers to a component 
or means that reduces the sharpness of an initially sharp needle point or tip. In an 
embodiment, the blunting mechanism can be an object with at least one blunt end 
20 such as a rod. bar, wire, or means for blunting. In a particular embodiment, the term 
can be coextensive with a sheath. 

[0001 51 When used herein, the term "shape memory alloy" refers to an alloy 
material capable of undergoing substantial plastic deformation and capable of being 
induced to return to a substantially original shape. The triggering or inducing can 

25 occur by the introduction of energy such as in an initial form of heat or electrical 
energy The term refers to a reversible solid-state phase transformation from 
austenite to martensite on cooling (or by deformation) and the reverse transformation 
from martensite to austenite on heating (or upon release of deformation). In an 
embodiment, the shape memory alloy is a binary, ternary, quaternary, or higher 

30 order alloy. In an embodiment, a shape memory alloy type is Titanium-palladium- 
nickel. Nickel-titanium-copper, Gold-cadmium. Iron-zinc-copper-aluminium. Trtan.um- 
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niobium-aluminium, Uranium-niobium, Hafnium-titanium-nickel, Iron-manganese- 
silicon, Nickel-titanium, Nickel-iron-zinc-aluminium, Copper-aluminium-iron, 
Titanium-niobium, Zirconium-copper-zinc, Nickel-zirconium-titanium, or other alloy. 
In a preferred embodiment, a shape memory alloy is nickel-titanium, also referred to 
5 as a generic trade name, nitinol. In an example, nitinol can be nickel-titanium 
filaments that contract when electrically powered or heated. 

[0001 6] When used herein, the term "shape memory plastic" or SMP refers to a 
plastic or polymer material capable of returning to a preformed shape when the 
material is properly formulated and treated as known in the art. An example of an 
10 SMP is a polymer system of shape-memory polymer networks based on oligo- 
(espison-caprolactone) dimethacrylate as crosslinker and n-butyl acrylate as 
comonomer (Lendlein et al., PNAS 2001 98: 842-847). The term can also 
encompass certain elastic memory composites. 

[00017] When used herein, the term "suture" is broadly intended to encompass 
15 any product as known in the art used to close wounds or connect tissue. The term 
includes any strand of material used to ligate (tie) blood vessels or approximate 
tissues. 

[0001 8] When used herein, the term "armed" generally refers to a state where the 
sharp aspect or point of a sharp object is exposed and readily available to carry out 
20 its desired function (such as penetration of tissue for a suture needle). Analogously, 
the term "disarmed" generally refers to a state where the sharp aspect is sheathed 
(including shielded or guarded) or blunted. The states can be either permanent or 
temporary. 

[0001 9] The following abbreviations are applicable. DS, drawing sheet; SMA, 
25 shape memory alloy; NiTi, nickel-titanium. 

[00020] It is recognized that regardless of the ultimate correctness of any 
mechanistic explanation or hypothesis, an embodiment of the invention can 
nonetheless be operative and useful. 

[00021] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suture needle assembly, 
30 comprising a suture needle and an activatable sheath. In an embodiment, said 
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sheath is activatable by electricity. In an embodiment, said sheath is activatable by 
heat 

[00022] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suture needle assembly of 
claim comprising a suture needle and an activatable sheath, wherein said needle 
5 comprises a first tissue penetration end and a second end for suture attachment, an 
external casing and an internal compartment, an outer surface along a longitudinal 
axis of said external casing, a sheath activator disposed inside said casing and 
electrically or thermally responsive to said casing, and said activatable sheath 
operatively connected to said sheath activator; wherein a portion of said sheath is 
10 capable of reaching a protective position proximal to said first end of said needle. 

[00023] In an embodiment, said sheath activator comprises a shape memory alloy 
component or shape memory material component. In a particular embodiment, said 
shape memory alloy component is nitinol. 

[00024] In an embodiment, said sheath further comprises a catch point, notch, or 
15 securing means for maintaining said sheath in an activated position upon activation. 

[00025] In an embodiment of the suture needle assembly, the sheath activator 
comprises a shape memory plastic component. In an embodiment, the sheath 
comprises a shape memory alloy or shape memory plastic. 

[00026] In an embodiment, the invention provides an above suture needle 
20 assembly further comprising an initiator of said sheath activator, wherein said 
activator is capable of receiving energetic exposure from said initiator. In an 
embodiment, said initiator comprises a source of heat or electricity. 

[00027] In an embodiment, the external casing comprises a first outer surface 
portion and a second outer surface portion capable of forming an electrical circuit. 

25 [00028] In an embodiment, the activatable sheath and said activator are unitary. 

[00029] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suture needle assembly as 
described herein, further comprising an extension shaft connected at a first end to 
said activator and connected at a second end to said sheath. 
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[00030] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suture needle assembly as 
described herein with an activatable sheath that is reversibly capable of activation. 

[00031] In an embodiment, a suture needle assembly with an activatable sheath, 
and optionally with a reversibly activatable sheath, is provided in an initially armed 
5 configuration. A first activation can then change the initial configuration to a 

disarmed configuration. In another embodiment, a suture needle assembly with an 
activatable sheath, and optionally with a reversibly activatable sheath, is provided in 
an initially disarmed configuration. A first activation can then change the initial 
configuration to an armed configuration. 

10 [00032] In an embodiment, an activatable sheath comprises a hood-shaped shield. 
In an embodiment, an activatable sheath comprises a cylindrical projection. In an 
embodiment, an activatable sheath comprises a loop. 

[00033] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suture needle assembly with 
an activatable sheath wherein said needle comprises a sheath receiving aperture. In 
15 a particular embodiment, said sheath receiving aperture is a groove, notch, or means 
for receiving a sheath. 

[00034] In an embodiment, an activatable sheath is capable of assuming a 
retracted position that is substantially flush along a needle outer surface. 

[00035] The invention provides a suturing apparatus comprising a suture needle 
20 assembly as described above and a needle holder. 

[00036] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suturing apparatus comprising 
an above suture needle assembly and a modified needle holder; wherein the 
modified needle holder comprises a first holding tip and a second holding tip, and the 
first and second holding tips are energetically connected to an energy source; and 

25 wherein the first holding tip and second holding tip are capable of contacting a first 
and a second needle assembly energy contact surface, wherein said contact 
surfaces are energetically contacted to said activator of said needle assembly, and 
wherein said holding tips are capable of delivering energy to said contact surfaces. 
In an embodiment, the energy source is electricity. In an embodiment, the energy 

30 source is heat. 
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[00037] In an embodiment, the invention provides a method of reducing a 
probability of an accidental suture needle puncture event comprising; providing a 
safety suture needle as disclosed herein, performing a suturing procedure, activating 
an electrically or thermally responsive sheathing mechanism of said needle so as to 
5 move a sheath of said needle into a protective position with respect to a sharp tip of 
said needle; thereby reducing a probability of an accidental suture needle puncture 
event. 

[00038] In an embodiment, the invention provides a method of suturing, comprising 
providing a safety suture needle as disclosed herein and performing a suturing 
10 procedure with said safety suture needle. 

[00039] In an embodiment the invention provides a modified needle holder, 
comprising a needle holder having a first holding tip and a second holding tip, each 
electrically connected to a power source and capable of delivering electricity. In an 
embodiment, the modified needle further comprises a control switch or means for 
15 circuit regulation. 

[00040] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suturing kit comprising a 
suture needle assembly as disclosed herein and suture material. In an embodiment, 
the invention provides a suturing kit comprising a suture needle assembly as 
disclosed herein, a needle holder, and suture material. In an embodiment, the 
20 invention provides a suturing kit comprising a suture needle assembly as disclosed 
herein, a modified needle holder, and suture material. 

[00041] In an embodiment, the invention provides a suture needle comprising a 
unifying element, wherein the unifying element is either continuously connected to a 
needle casing or connected at multiple points thereto, wherein said unifying element 
25 comprises a shape memory material component and is capable upon a fracturing 
event of said needle casing of preventing dissociation of a needle part from another 
needle part or the remainder of the needle body. In an embodiment, the shape 
memory material component is a shape memory alloy; in a particular embodiment 
the shape memory alloy is nitinol. 

30 [00042] The invention provides a safety suture needle assembly and mechanism 
with sharp tip point sheath or blunting extension. The invention provides a 
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mechanism of activation for the sheath or blunting extension comprising a Shape 
Memory Alloy assembly, methods of construction, and variations thereof. The 
invention provides a safety suture needle mechanism activator in the form of a 
modified needle holder. The invention provides such an activator in the form of an . 
5 assembly to be attached to an existing needle holder. Variations on modes of the 
activation mechanism are also included. The invention provides an optionally 
1 reversible mechanism of activation for a sheath or blunting extension. 

[00043] A problem can exist with suture needle devices in that due to physical 
properties (e.g. size, material properties, instrument shape, manufacturing processes 

10 and/or treatments) and the forces occasionally applied to the devices. For example, 
conventional needle devices can fail by breaking or snapping under certain 
conditions. In embodiments of the present invention, the overall device can at least 
partially facilitate the function of holding external broken pieces of the needle body 
together. This function can be due to one or more factors including an internal 

15 mechanism, design, and/or construction. The function can aid in the prevention of 
allowing broken pieces to fall or lodge within a particular body tissue and adversely 
affect the health or comfort of a patient or instrument user. In an embodiment, 
device components are attached along the longitudinal axis of the needle body, so 
that if a sufficient force were applied upon the needle approximating a point of 

20 mechanical failure, one or more internal components can keep the external body of 
the needle together so as to prevent the separation of the broken parts from a point 
of connection to the device. 

[00044] The invention provides a method of suturing comprising providing a suture 
needle assembly device, performing a suturing procedure, and activating a suture 
25 needle sheath. 

[00045] The invention provides a method of preventing or reducing the incidence 
of transmission of body fluid borne pathogens to a patient or a person conducting a 
medical procedure with a sharp object. In an embodiment, the sharp object is a 
suture needle. The invention provides a method of preventing or reducing the 
30 incidence of unwanted punctures of a sterile surgical environment caused by sharp 
medical objects. 
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[00046] In an embodiment, the needle itself comprises a Shape Memory Alloy 
(SMA) sheath mechanism. In an embodiment, the SMA sheath mechanism is 
capable of activation. In an embodiment, the activation for a SMA mechanism is 
achieved by ohmic or thermal heating of the SMA material. In an embodiment, the 
5 needle itself is at least partially composed of an SMA mechanism. 

[000471 A general figure for an embodiment of the present invention is illustrated in 
Figure 1. The body as a whole is designed for the penetration of tissue and utilizes a 
mechanism for the sheathing/blunting of the sharp distal end (Fig. 3-8). In an 
embodiment, the sheathing/blunting mechanism is activated by an external source 

10 (e.g. Fig 2.1 A, 2A) by using a Shape Memory Alloy (SMA) material assembly. 
Several variations of the activation mechanism and SMA material assembly are 
presented. In a particular embodiment, a variation is selected or preferred due to 
factors such as the overall small size of the SMA assembly, manufacturing of 
components, and assembling (fitting together, by hand or machine assistance) of 

15 pieces at a small device scale. The variations presented can be applicable and can 
be adapted or utilized based on manufacturing techniques as known in the art. 

[00048] In preferred embodiments, there are generally two designs demonstrating 
utilization of the properties of the SMA mechanism. A useful characteristic of an 
SMA such as nitinol (nickel-titanium alloy) is to contract when heated either directly 

20 or by ohmic heating through the passage of electricity. A second useful property is 
the ability of the SMA (e.g. nitinol) to return to a preformed shape after treatment 
such as by heating. The first characteristic gives the opportunity to incorporate a 
reversible or on/off mechanism into the general design, or an at-rest and contracted 
state utilized in said mechanism. In an embodiment, the ability of nitinol to deform, 

25 for example by contracting from about 6% to about 10% of its overall initial length , 
upon heat treatment, is applicable to a reversible on/off mechanism. In an 
embodiment, the deformation ability is applicable for an extended/retracted form, 
with the application of an extension spring. In an embodiment, after the heating 
process and when the Nitinol cools, the extension spring can apply force to stretch 

30 the nitinol towards its original elongated shape. 

[00049] The second characteristic of nitinol to return to a preformed shape is 
applicable to a mechanism of activation with an operator permanently or 
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continuously activating the assembly. In an embodiment, activating the assembly 
allows the preformed wire to move from a deformed shape to its original shape. In 
an embodiment, the nitinol assembly returns to a preformed elongated form, thereby 
linearly extending the said blunting/sheathing mechanism in order to cover and/or 
5 guard the sharp point of the suture needle. The contraction of an SMA assembly 
through ohmic heating can be achieved by the administration of electrical current 
through a needle holder. Examples of a needle holder and variations are shown in 
Figure 2. 

[00050] In an embodiment, a needle holder comprises two electrical contact tips. 

10 A first electrical contact tip is routed and appropriately insulated to serve as a 

positive terminal. A second electrical contact tip is analogously routed and insulated 
as a negative terminal In an embodiment, said first and second tips are capable of 
forming a circuit. In an embodiment, the needle holder can make contact with a 
suture needle of the invention, for example corresponding to a positive needle 

15 contact point or side and a negative needle contact point or side. The needle is 
integrated with a sheathing/blunting mechanism and activation mechanism. Thus 
when the needle holder is in operative (e.g., electrically conductive) contact with the 
needle, the circuit is capable of delivering power to the activation mechanism. In an 
embodiment, transmission of electrical current to the SMA results in the desired 

20 characteristic of contraction or shape memory return. In a particular embodiment, 
the sheathing blunting mechanism and activation mechanism are unitary. 

[00051] In an embodiment, the invention provides devices and methods designed 
to prevent the unwanted puncture or penetration of tissue and/or material (e.g. 
draping, gowns, masks, other clothing, etc.) relating to a surgical environment that 
25 aspirationally is sterile. The devices and methods, however, are not necessarily 
confined only to surgical situations but can be useful for other applications. For 
example, the linear projection of a sheath to obstruct or provide the protection of a 
blunt barrier near a sharp tip can be utilized for objects other than needles. 

[00052] For the particular embodiment of suture needle applications, a benefit is to 
30 prevent the transmission of body fluid borne pathogens from a patient to a person 
conducting a medical procedure. The prevention of transmission is manifested 
through the introduction of a sheathing body which guards the sharp needle tip, 
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thereby protecting a worker from accidental penetrating exposure. The term 
sheathing body is widely used in this context; certain embodiments for sharp point 
protection, however, utilize a blunting effect or a deflector type assembly to warn the 
operator of the said device and of the relation of the operator to the close proximity 
5 of the sharp point For example, an operator can be warned by minimally harmful or 
non-harmful contact with the sheathing body. Under common conditions the force 
actually exerted during an accidental puncture is low, such as due to snagging or 
inadvertently brushing up directly against the sharp point. The deflector type design 
is expected to significantly aid in preventing the occurrence of an accidental puncture 
10 by deflecting contact with the sharp point. 

[00053] In an embodiment, the needle body described and illustrated herein is of 
the conventional suture needle design. In a particular embodiment, the needle body 
has the generally existing round variety. The devices and methods of the invention 
can be adapted and applied to other needle shapes. The devices and methods of 
15 the invention can be modified to accommodate tip variety and/or needle body shape; 
for example, the basic functional shape and design of the said sheathing 
mechanisms and mechanisms of activation can be so modified. 

[00054] The devices and methods of the invention are adaptable to other 
assemblies capable of being sheathed (e.g. shielded, blunted, etc.) for example by 
20 extension or projection near or over a sharp aspect of a sharp object. Embodiments 
of the invention are therefore widely applicable for precision processes or protection 
from sharps such as with trocars, razors, hypodermic needles, and the like. 

[00055] An embodiment of the invention is illustrated in Figure 1. Fig. 1 shows a 
general needle body with an inner cannula 1D, an outer main body 1C, a needle tip 

25 1A, and suture material 1B. Figure 11 is used to denote the sheath blunting or 
projection of an assembly which is further described in Figures 9B and 9D to 
illustrate an activation mechanism (optionally reversible) and the blunting effect and 
location of a general sheath for sharp point protection. Figure 1L represents an 
example of the cold phase of the shape memory alloy component. Figure 1K 

30 represents the application of electricity to a mechanism of activation (e.g., the shape 
memory alloy component). Figure 1 J represents the application of heat to the said 
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mechanism of activation. Heat can be applied by exposure to a heat source such as 
heated water, a hot plate, fire, induction, and other means. 

[00056] In an embodiment involving a needle holder variation, there can be an 
integrated delay feature, for example to allow the needle holder to continue to supply 
5 energy (e.g. heat or electricity) for a period of time after an operator has released a 
regulatory mechanism (e.g. a control switch). Such an embodiment is useful to 
account for the time necessary for the suturing needle to pass through a tissue being 
sutured when it may be practically difficult or inconvenient for a device operator to 
maintain continuous contact with a regulatory mechanism. In another embodiment 

10 the suture needle assembly can incorporate an opposing force/rebound tension 
system that allows a slower activation to address the time issue. In another 
embodiment, an override switch is included in the needle assembly in operative 
contact with the activation mechanism; when the override switch is in operative 
contact with the needle holder contact points, the needle assembly is maintained in 

15 the activated configuration which can be an armed or disarmed state. 

[00057] In an embodiment, a basic explanation of the operation is as follows. The 
needle instrument can be in a first state that is a resting state. In this first state, the 
default is for the sheath to be in a first position that is a protective position with 
respect to a sharp tip of the needle. The resting state is in part attributable to the 
20 application of a substantially constant first force exerted upon a shape memory alloy 
component. In an example, the first force is achieved by means of a spring. Upon 
application of a second force to the shape memory alloy component, the activation 
mechanism (of which the shape memory alloy component can be integral) is 
triggered, thereby allowing the sheath to move to a second position which is a non- 
25 protective position. In a particular embodiment, the second force is related to energy 
input from heat or electricity. The application of the second force is able to 
overcome the still existing effects of the first force and thus maintain the needle in an 
activated state. By temporary or permanent suspension of application of the second 
force, the first force is no longer overcome, thereby allowing a return of the needle 
30 instrument to a resting state. Certain embodiments of the invention can therefore be 
reversible. 
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[00058] In an embodiment of the invention, the initial state can be determined to be 
an activated state with the second state being a resting state. For example, the 
initially activated state can correspond to the needle being in an armed configuration 
with the available sheath not providing substantial protection against contact with the 
5 tip by a worker. Alternatively, the initial state can correspond to the needle being in a 
disarmed configuration. 

[00059] In an embodiment, the sheath activation mechanism (optionally integrated 
with a sheath extension or projection mechanism) is activated by heating. A heating 
source can be selected depending on the characteristics of the activation 
10 mechanism desired and the relative ability and cost effectiveness of producing such 
an assembly. 

[00060] In an embodiment, the present invention is not limited to the use of the 
material nitinol as the sole material for the actual activation of the needle assembly. 
Other technology is adaptable for use with devices and methods of the invention and 
15 can include micro-pizeo electric actuators, electro active polymers, shape memory 
plastics, micro-pistons, and other means of micro-linear activation. For example, the 
activation mechanism or sheath extension/projection mechanism can incorporate 
one or more of these means. 

[00061] In particular embodiments of the invention, one or more objects and 
20 advantages are achieved. In an embodiment, the invention provides multiple ways 
to configure or construct a sheathing assembly. These ways can be optionally 
influenced by an assessment of factors such as desired manufacturing techniques 
and possibilities, and consumer needs and preferences. In an embodiment, the 
invention provides multiple ways to configure or, construct a mechanism of activation. 
25 In an embodiment, the invention provides multiple ways to construct the needle 
embodiment which can optionally be preferred according to concerns regarding 
manufacturing means, processes, materials, methods, and consumer preferences. 
In an embodiment, the invention provides multiple ways for activating the needle 
body safety suture mechanism. 

30 [00062] In preferred embodiments, the invention provides two general forms for the . 
sheathing/blunting assembly to act in a protective manner: (a) to arrive safely 
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disarmed to the consumer with the capacity to be armed and with the said on/off 
characteristics, or (b) to arrive to the consumer armed, until the point where the 
operator of the device chooses to disarm the needle, thereby rendering it relatively 
safer (optionally from that time forward). 

5 [00063] In an embodiment, a suture needle assembly has a linear hollow shaft 
internally disposed along a longitudinal axis of the needle body, and the needle tip 
itself is constructed to accept or be in operative connection with a sheathing/blunting 
mechanism. It is recognized that in comparison to a conventional suture needle that 
is curved, the referenced longitudinal axis for a needle body of the present invention 

10 can be a curved/arcuate longitudinal axis. The needle body itself is.designed to 
allow the application or insertion of a mechanism of activation. The mechanism of 
activation is designed according to desired possible functions. In an embodiment, a 
method of activation for a linear projection assembly can utilize one or both of two 
options including ohmic heating and thermal heating. Various factors can determine 

15 the optimality for a particular embodiment or application. 
» 

[00064] In an embodiment, the attachment, assembly, and 
manufacture/construction of all parts can be performed using knowledge of one of 
ordinary skill in the art (e.g. regarding welding, crimping, gluing, joining, grinding, 
drilling, laser cutting, forging, photoelectric construction, fabrication and manipulation 
20 of shape memory materials including shape memory alloys and/or shape memory 
plastics, except where specified. Various molding technologies such as injection 
molding is applicable for liquid metals and plastics. 
i 

[00065] In an embodiment, a particular exception can be noted for use of ohmic 
heating in relation to the needle body for operation of the invention according to its, 

25 the needle body is designed and constructed so as to allow the free transmission of 
electricity to the mechanism of activation. In a preferred embodiment, the design 
and construction encompasses materials so as to allow the activation mechanism to 
be electrically insulated. A power source can be located within or externally 
appended or connected to a needle holder. As would be understood in the art, in an 

30 embodiment the power source can contain a pulse width modulation circuit or other 
control mechanism, e.g. to regulate the amount of current so as to conserve power 
consumption and also prevent overheating of the activation mechanism (e.g. SMA) 
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assembly. In an embodiment electrical precautions can also be included to 
minimize the safety or comfort risk of exposure of a worker or patient to electricity. 

[00066] In an embodiment one or more of the following can be unitary and made 
of nitinol: a sheath, sheath extension shaft (extension), and activator; a sheath and 
5 extension; and an extension and activator. 

[00067] In an embodiment devices and methods of the invention are readily 
adaptable to suture needles that have a cross-sectional geometry other than round. 

[00068] In an embodiment a needle of the invention is supplied in a preset 
configuration where the needle is armed and is reversibly activatable to a disarmed 
10 configuration. In an embodiment, the preset armed needle is once activatable to the 
permanently disarmed configuration. 

[00069] In an embodiment, a needle of the invention is supplied in a preset 
configuration where the needle is disarmed and is reversibly activatable to an armed 
configuration. In an embodiment the preset disarmed needle is once activatable to 
15 the permanently armed configuration. 

[00070] Separate embodiments of the invention are also intended to be 
encompassed wherein the terms "comprising" or "comprise(s)" or "comprised" are 
optionally replaced with the terms, analogous in grammar, e.g.; 
"consisting/consists)" or "consisting essentially of/consist(s) essentially of to 
20 thereby describe further embodiments that are not necessarily coextensive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[00071] Drawing Sheet 1 (DS1); Fig. 1 illustrates an overview of a suture needle 
with references to related figure sets. 

25 [00072] DS2; Fig. 9A to Fig. 9G illustrate suture needle activator mechanisms. 

[00073] DS3; Fig. 1 E - 1 H illustrate usage of a needle assembly device with a 
break-away tip and a suturing apparatus of a needle holder and needle combination. 
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[00074] DS4; Fig. 3 and Fig. 3A illustrate a needle assembly with a 
radial/cylindraceous sheath. 

[00075] DS5; Fig. 3B - Fig. 3E illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with radial/cylindraceous sheath. 

5 [00076] DS6; Fig. 3F-Fig. 31 illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with radial/cylindraceous sheath. 

[00077] DS7; Fig. 4 and Fig. 4A illustrate a needle assembly with a shield-like 
sheath. 

[00078] DS8; Fig. 4B-Fig. 4E illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
10 assembly with a shield-like sheath. 

[00079] DS9; Fig. 4F-Fig. 41 illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a shield-like sheath. 

[00080] DS10; Fig. 4J-Fig. 4K illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a shield-like sheath. 

15 [00081] DS11; Fig. 4L-Fig. 40 illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a shield-like sheath. 

[00082] DS12; Fig. 4P-Fig. 4T illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a shield-like sheath. 

[00083] DS13; Fig. 5 and Fig. 5A illustrate a needle assembly with a loop-shaped 
20 sheath. 

[00084] DS14; Fig. 5B-Fig. 5E illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a loop-shaped sheath. 

[00085] DS15; Fig. 5F-Fig. 5J illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a loop-shaped sheath. 

25 [00086] DS16; Fig. 6 and Fig. 6A illustrate a needle assembly with a rod projection 
blunting system. 
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[00087] DS17; Fig. 6B-Fig. 6E illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a rod projection. 

[00088] DS18; Fig. 6G-Fig. 6H illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a rod projection. 

5 [00089] DS19; Fig. 6I-Fig. 6L illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a rod projection. 

[00090] DS20; Fig. 6M-Fig. 6U illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a rod projection. 

[00091] DS21; Fig. 7 and Fig. 7A .illustrate a needle assembly with a wire loop 
10 sheath. 

[00092] DS22; Fig. 7H-Fig. 7K illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a wire loop sheath. 

[00093] DS23; Fig. 7F-Fig. 7G illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a wire loop sheath. 

15 [00094] DS24; Fig. 7B-Fig. 7E illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a wire loop sheath. 

[00095] DS25; Fig. 7L-Fig. 70 illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a wire loop sheath. 

[00096] DS26; Fig. 8 and Fig. 8A illustrate a needle assembly with a break-away 
20 tip. 

[00097] DS27; Fig. 8B, 8C, 8E, 8F illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a break-away tip. 

[00098] DS28; Fig. 8D, 8G illustrate various views and portions of a needle 
assembly with a break-away tip. 

25 [00099] DS29; Fig. 2 illustrates a needle holder; Fig. 2A, and Fig. 2B illustrate 
opposite side views of a modified needle holder. 
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[000100] DS30; Fig. 2.1, 2.al, 2.3A, and 2.3B illustrate a modified needle holder. 

[000101] DS31; Fig. 2C, 2D, and 2E illustrate a modified needle holder. 

[000102] DS32; Fig. 2J, 2K, 2L, and 2M illustrate a modified needle holder tip. 

[000103] DS33; Fig. 2F-Fig. 2H illustrate a modified needle holder with an initiation 
5 assembly and connection of segments of the needle holder body. 

[000104] DS34; Fig. 2.2, 2.2A, 2.2B, and 2.2C illustrate various initiators for 
initiating or activating an activation mechanism in a suture needle. 

[000105] DS35; Fig. 10 illustrates components of an activator or mechanism of 
activation assembly for a suture needle with an activatable sheath 

10 [000106] DS36; Fig. 101, 10J illustrate an activation mechanism. 

[000107] DS37; Fig. 10K, 10L illustrate activation mechanisms in needle bodies. 

[000108] DS38; Fig. 10.1F illustrates variations of a sheath activator. 

[000109] DS39; Fig. 10.1D illustrates variations of a sheath activator. 

[0001 10] DS40; Fig. 10.1B and Fig. 10.1C illustrate variations of a sheath activator. 

15 [000111] DS41; Fig. 10.1A and I0.1E illustrate variations of a sheath activator. 

[000112] DS42; Fig. 11 illustrates a needle body assembly variation. 

[0001 13] DS43; Fig. 1 1 B illustrates a needle body assembly variation. 

[0001 14] DS44; Fig. 1 1 D illustrates a needle body assembly variation. 

[0001 15] DS45; Fig. 1 1A and Fig. 1 1 AA illustrate views of a needle body assembly 
20 variation. 

[0001 16] DS46; Fig. 11C and Fig. 11CA illustrate views of a needle body assembly 
variation. 

[0001 1 7] DS47; Fig. 1 1 E and Fig. 1 1 EA illustrate views of a needle body assembly 
variation. 
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[000118] DS48; Fig. 11F and Fig. 11G illustrate one-piece and two-piece designs of 
a needle body assembly with top and bottom conduction plates. 

[0001 19] DS49; Fig. 1 1 K, 1 1 L, and 1 1 M illustrate various attachments for a suture 
material near a needle body end. 

5 [000120] DS50; Fig. 11H, 111, 11J, and 11T illustrate various approaches for joining 
needle body components. 

[000121] Aspects and elements of the Figures are further set forth in Table 1 -Table 
11 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

10 [000122] The invention may be further understood by the following non-limiting 
examples. 

[000123] The disclosure herein, including the accompanying drawings, illustrates 
the variety of embodiments for needles, the activation mechanisms (e.g. an SMA 
assembly), and means for activating the activation mechanism. In an example, a 
15 needle holder serves not only to physically assist ip holding the needle but also 
functions as a means for activating the activation mechanism. In an embodiment, a 
known needle holder can be modified with an attachment, or a presented novel 
needle holder can be used to activate the activation mechanism. In particular to take 
advantages of properties of SMA material, other modes of activation are included. 

20 [000124] The drawings also illustrate various configurations of certain parts that 
may be useful in various SMA mechanisms. A particular configuration can be 
selected according to manufacturing possibilities, standardized regulations on 
durability, and consumer preference. Multiple possibilities and varieties of 
construction for an SMA mechanism of activation are also illustrated. 

25 [000125] EXAMPLE 1. Safety suture needle assembly. 

[000126] For the SMA mechanism of activation, two options are used. The choice 
of option can pertain to the method of construction of the device. If the needle is to 
have reversible on/off characteristics as described, the needle can incorporate a 
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force exertion assembly. In the drawings, such a force exertion assembly is 
illustrated as a spring analogous to a conventional extension spring. A spring can be 
optionally constructed of any applicable and acceptable medical grade metal alloy. 
The spring is not necessarily confined to a metal spring configuration but can be 
5 constructed of a polymer material or configured by many other widely accepted 
means of placing a rebound tension on the activation mechanism itself. 

[000127] If a needle of the invention does not incorporate on/off characteristics but 
namely has a one time or one way activation characteristic, a spring assembly may 
be optionally excluded. In a configuration where a spring is excluded, the activation 

10 mechanism relies solely on the properties of the SMA material to return to its 

preformed shape in order to exert the linear extension of the sheathing assembly to 
achieve a protective position such as over the needle body. An example of a 
situation where a spring is optionally included is as follows. A certain amount (e.g. a 
short or limited amount) of retraction may be desired to secure the tip firmly within a 

15 resting point/position, or a sheathing guard point/position within the sheath itself, as 
to entirely secure and encompass the sharp point of the needle. If this short amount 
of retraction is utilized to accomplish the desired effect, a small compression spring 
may be internally attached to the sheathing assembly or the mechanism of activation 
itself, in order to provide the retraction desired. 

20 [000128] Elements of the needle body itself are represented as being of a suitable 
metal or alloy, optionally of acceptable standards. For certain device embodiments, 
elements of the needle body may need to be insulated from the electrical current 
which passes through it; high density polymers may be used to construct the outer 
needle body, or any of the other parts, depending on manufacturing tolerances and 

25 the design deemed as most desirable. 

[000129] The general representation of the entire needle assembly can involve a 
hollow casing with certain parts resting inside the casing and certain other parts 
oriented around the inner parts so as to allow an electrical current to flow through 
efficiently, thereby facilitating a process of ohmic heating or so as to allow thermal 
30 heating by thermal conduction. Particular embodiments of the invention, however, 
are not limited to the only internal placement of certain parts. Particular variations for 
the needle assembly can allow construction and position of parts/elements at 
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different points about the body of the needle assembly. Namely, it is possible to 
have the extension sheath externally located (e.g., as opposed to integrally flush with 
the needle body), and also it is possible to design the mechanism of activation as an 
externally attached unit separate from the main needle body itself, for example the 
5 SMA mechanism could run proximally to the suture material, distally from the tip of 
ttie needle. 

[000130] The sheathing mechanisms shown support how to accomplish the 
sheathing/blunting effect desired; however, the mode of sheathing and/or blunting 
can also be achieved by other manifestations. For example, an externally placed 
10 SMA wire can run along the top side of the needle assembly; when treated such as 
by heat, the wire can return to a performed shape such as one that reaches a 
protective position at least partially covering the sharp point of the needle tip. 

[000131] Figure 1 illustrates a general needle body of a needle assembly of the 
invention. The shown needle shape is divided into three sections, the distal needle 

15 tip area in general represented by figures 3-8, and each figure of the grouping 3-8 
provides specific detail on a variety of possible sheathing/blunting assemblies. It is 
implied but not necessarily shown in certain diagrams that there can be a linear 
extension shaft that runs along a longitudinal axis within a cannula of the needle 
body, which connects the sheathing assembly to a mechanism of activation. In 

20 some representations of the present invention, the sheathing body is designed so as 
to be part of the extension shaft itself. 

[000132] The shown needle shape in Figure 1 is further divided into a middle 
section for clarity and is shown in greater detail in Figures 9-10 with mechanisms of 
activation. Another subdivision of the general needle is the proximal end with 
25 respect to an attachment point for the suture material and is detailed in Figure 1 1 . 
Generally these figures illustrate various ways to construct the external needle 
casing and attach the suture material to the needle body itself. One of ordinary skill 
in the art will appreciate that the parts can be constructed, joined, and manufactured 
by various techniques including commonly known practices. 

30 [000133] The four figures grouped together as Fig. 11, Fig. 1 J, Fig. 1K, and Fig. 1L 
are presented occasionally throughout the drawings to clarify functional 
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characteristics of the activator or mechanism of activation in relation to the needle 
assembly and whether or not activation of the activator is initiated by an initiator such 
as heat 1J. electricity 1 K, or whether the activator is in a rest or default state with no 
heat or electrical energy being administered to it The figure 1 1 refers generally to 
5 the presence of a blunting/sheath mechanism, and is shown occasionally throughout 
the drawings to reference the presence and or location of the blunting/sheathing 
assembly. 

[000134] Figures 1E-1H illustrate usage of the needle assembly device. Fig. 1E 
represents the passing of the device between two persons and conveys the safe 

10 attribute of the blunted characteristic of the needle during transport (the tip variation 
of Figure 8 is depicted solely for example). Figure 1 F shows the common practice of 
loading a needle assembly by an operator onto an art-known needle holder (further 
illustrated in Figure 2.1) and shows the blunting characteristic of this specific 
example. Fig. 1G shows usage of the needle assembly in a common medical 

15 practice of tissue penetration or suturing with the sheathing/blunting blunting 

assembly (of the Fig. 8 variation) in an armed state. Here activation is achieved by 
an operator's left hand depressing a control button which is explained in the Figure 2 
set. Fig. 1 H shows the release of the said control button and the result of 
deactivation or disarming which renders the needle assembly less likely to cause an 

20 accidental puncture. It is possible to begin the process of activation with either hand 
and from any angle (see Figure 2.3A, Figure 2.3B); for example, multiple switches 
can be incorporated. 

[000135] The following describes some of the properties of the mechanism of 

activation and illustrates embodiments of the invention. See Figures 9A - 9Q (in 
25 particular Fig. 9A, Fig. 9B, Fig. 9C, Fig. 9D, Fig. 9E (shown as encompassing 

aspects of Fig. 9A and Fig. 9C); Fig. 9F (shown as encompassing aspects of Fig. 

9H, Fig. 9J, Fig. 90); Fig. 9G (shown as encompassing aspects of Fig. 9L f Fig. 9N). 

The figures within Fig. 9A represent the characteristic of the SMA to be at rest with a 

preformed shape. Fig. 9A depicts an internal nitinol wire (not shown) inside a spring, 
30 where the spring is capable of exerting an opposing force to that of a force exhibited 

by the nitinol wire either when contracting or returning to an original position/shape. 

During a heat annealing process the alloy is raised to a temperature above its 
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transition point, and then deformed at that point. Upon cooling, the alloy is then 
deformed again to the desired shape. When the alloy is heated at a later time, it has 
the special property to return to its previously set shape that was formed during the 
annealing process. Figure 90 then shows the linear movement desired of the 
5 mechanism of activation with the application of heat or electricity to the material. 

[000136] The vertical column within the brackets of 9G represents the length of the 
horizontal placed material. The vertical column of Figure 9F represents a 
displacement distance that the sheath/blunting mechanism and/or extension 
assembly travels to reach a position at which the sheath/blunting mechanism is 
10 effectively protective with respect to the sharp aspect of a sharp object. 

[000137] The vertical column of 9E represents a linear component of a spatial 
region where the sheathing/blunting mechanism is acting in a protective fashion. 
Fig. 9B illustrates a general needle shape in reference to its blunting/sheathing 
assembly, characteristics of the said assembly shown in Fig. 9A, and the location of 
15 the said blunting sheathing assembly relative to the sharp needle tip. Within Fig. 9B, 
Fig. 9P illustrates a configuration at rest; Fig. 9Q illustrates an activated 
configuration; the intended direction of travel of the sheathing/blunting mechanism 
during activation towards the activated state (here disarmed). 

[000138] Figure 9C illustrates the properties of the mechanism of activation with an 
20 extension spring for linear extension. Fig. 9H represents the needle assembly at rest 
with the SMA material at the inner core of an assembly of the SMA material and the 
spring. In a preferred configuration there are two connection points between the 
SMA component and the spring component of the assembly (such as at opposite 
ends of the SMA component). 

25 [000139] Fig. 9L shows the contraction/retraction of the SMA material, which ranges 
from about 6%-1 0% of its overall length upon application of energy input to the SMA 
material. The SMA material contracts in length, and its diameter increases in a 
corresponding range. This fact is taken into consideration when constructing and 
• inserting the activation mechanism assembly (and optionally a separate extension 

30 shaft, etc.) into the needle. Fig. 9J shows the extension of the SMA material by the 
force exerted upon it by the extension spring. The vertical column within the 
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brackets of 9G represents the length of the horizontally displaced SMA material (or 
SMA and spring assembly). The vertical column of Figure 9F represents the 
distance that the blunting mechanism and/or extension assembly has to travel to 
reach the point at which it effectively acts as a blunting/sheathing mechanism. The 
5 vertical column of 9E represents the area at which the sheathing/blunting 

mechanism is acting effectively with its purpose to at least partially shield the sharp 
object tip. 

[000140] Figure 9D illustrates a general needle shape and orientation of location 
with respect to its blunting/sheathing assembly, the SMA/spring assembly described 
10 in Fig. 9C, and how the blunting/sheathing assemblies location is affected in each 
state (rest, activation, returning to rest) and process (compression/extension of 
spring, contraction/expansion of SMA material, and relative displacement of length). 
Fig. 9K shows the sheath at rest, Fig. 9L shows the sheath being retracted during 
activation, and Fig. 9M shows the sheath being extended by the extension spring. 

15 [000141] Suture needle of Fig. 3 . 

[000142] A general suture needle is illustrated in Fig. 3 and shows a 
radial/cylindraceous sheath assembly 3Q protruding distally from the needle, 
rendering the sharp point at least partially covered so as to protect the operator. Fig. 
:3A shows the same general needle with sheath 3Q at its retracted position. Fig, 3A- 

20 31 show specific defined views and the relation of the said parts to the assembly. 
The sheath has a vertical channel 3 J which allows for the expansion 3P of the 
sheath in order to displace or slide over the needle tip upon retraction or extension 
(see Fig. 31). Sheath 3Q comes to rest within the notch or space 3R which is formed 
from the main needle body. Channel 3J meets the elevated ridge 30 which is 

25 formed from the main needle body, in order to secure the sheath during its various 
sequences. The sheath 3Q is attached or is itself a unitary part of slider shaft 3K, 
which runs through an aperture 3N within the needle body itself 1C to the inner 
cannula 1D where slider shaft 3K is attached to a mechanism of activation (See 
various Figures 10; Fig. 10, Fig. 101, Fig. 10J, Fig. 10K, Fig. 10L). Sheath 3Q has a 

30 slightly rounded edge on the superior portion 3L so as to prevent the formation of an 
additional puncture hazard and also to allow for easy passage from notch 3R to its 
extended position. The edges of notch 3R including a tip proximal notch leading 
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edge, a trailing edge, and/or edges near raised ridge 30 are made smooth (not 
shown) to facilitate the ease of transition of sheath 3Q to move freely from the 
extended to the retracted position. The sheath 3Q is stopped and makes a snug or 
tight junction upon meeting element 3WI which is a resting ledge that is preferably 
5 substantially uniform. The sheath assembly disclosed can be adapted or modified to 
fit sharp object tips of a variety of tip sizes, shapes, and characteristics. 

[000143] Suture needle of Fig. 4 

[000144] A general suture needle is illustrated in Fig. 4 and shows a sheath 
assembly 4V protruding distally from the needle, rendering the sharp point covered 

10 so as to protect the operator. Fig. 4A shows the same general needle with sheath 
4V at its retracted position. Fig. 4B, Fig. 4C, Fig. 4D, and Fig. 4E illustrate specific 
defined views of the assembly and the relation of the parts to the assembly and 
needle tip 1A. The shield-like sheath 4V has a point or recess 4X on the bottom of 
the sheath. When the shield 4V moves over the needle tip (such as when used in 

15 the context of one time activation with a retraction spring 10H {See Fig. 10} within an 
assembly of the mechanism of action of Fig. 10), the needle tip comes to reside 
within a sharp tip catching point, element 4X, which "locks" the shield 4V on to the 
needle tip 1 A. The shield 4V is blunted or slightly rounded with an arch or hood, 
element 4Y, about its outer perimeter, so as to not produce an unnecessarily 

20 hazardous sharp aspect in addition to the primarily hazardous tip. 

[000145] Shield 4V is then connected to an extension 4W or is uniformly 
constructed as part of the extension itself. The extension 4W is then connected to 
the mechanism of activation; see various Figures 10. 

[000146] The shield 4V upon retraction comes to reside within a notch or aperture 
25 4U of the main needle body. Upon retraction the shield and needle body 1C form a 
radially substantially uniform body, so that there is minimal opportunity for catching 
or unwanted drag from the needle during passage through tissue. In a preferred 
embodiment the entire needle is substantially flush or smooth with the shield in the 
retracted position. Figure 4F shows a side view of the aperture 4U in relation to the 
30 needle body. The shielding mechanism and aperture are located close enough to 
the tip 1 A so as to equate the amount of travel given from the extension and 
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contraction of the assembly of activation and also so that the tip is not weakened by 
the aperture being placed to close to a narrow portion of the needle tip, which could 
possibly weaken the tip and needle body. 

[000147] In order to guide the shield to its proper orientation upon retraction and or 
5 extension, an optional groove can be placed within or along the needle body and 
distally to the aperture that matches the extension shaft. When the activation or 
activation and extension mechanism is in movement, the groove would facilitate 
orientation of the shield into its proper alignment. Figures 4G, 4H, and 41 show in 
detail the shielding mechanism and extension shaft. The extension shaft 4W has 

10 one or more "catch points", element 4Z, to reduce flexion of the shield if force is 
applied to the shield that may displace the shield to a spatial region away from a 
protecting position. The catch points 4Z are accepted by grooves 4AA disposed 
within the needle body so as to capture the sheath to facilitate the performance of 
the sheath in a secure manner. Figure 4T gives a detailed view of resting points 4Z 

15 in relation to the catch point grooves 4AA. The shield can optionally be formed so 
that no sharp tip catch point exists, and the needle can be reversibly activated and 
deactivated multiple times by the retraction and extension of assemblies shown in 
Figures 4J-4S. The sheath assembly disclosed can be adapted or modified to fit 
sharp object tips of a variety of tip sizes, shapes, and characteristics. 

20 [000148] Suture needle of Fig. 5 

[000149] A general round suture needle is presented in Fig. 5 (see also Figures 5A- 
5J), illustrating and shows a preformed wire ribbon or loop assembly 5N protruding 
distally from the top medial portion of the needle tip 1A through two exit apertures 5L 
and 5M. Fig 5A shows the same needle assembly with the sheath/blunting 

25 mechanism at rest or retracted into the main needle body. If the needle is initially 
supplied in the state depicted in Fig. 5 with the sheath in a protective position with 
respect to the needle sharp end, this preset disarmed needle can then be activated 
to achieve an armed configuration with the sheath in a nonprotective position. Fig. 
5B, Fig. 5C, Fig. 5D, and Fig. 5E show specific defined views of the assembly and 

30 the relation of parts to the assembly and needle tip 1 A. 
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[000150] The sheath/blunting wire mechanism 5N can exit as an optionally sole unit 
from the main body extension shaft through a secondary aperture 50, as two 
separate but joined wires to the main extension shaft In this variation, the wire loop 
itself forms the extension shaft (note Figure 7N, showing the two ends of the wire, 

5 connected to a slider plate, which is really the mechanism of activation). 

Alternatively, the exit mechanism can have a plate 5P covering the aperture that can 
have a single aperture or two apertures, 5L and 5WI, depending on the formation of 
the preformed wire assembly 5N. There are many variations of exit mechanism 
configurations for this type of sheath/blunting mechanism in the retracted and 

10 activated positioning of the wires; a particular variation can be selected for purposes 
such as manufacturing efficiency or aesthetic considerations. 

[000151] Fig. 51 shows a transparent lateral view of a secondary aperture SO that is 
positioned at any angle to form an efficient and correct angle for exit of the 
sheath/blunting assembly. The blunting mechanism 5N is located within the shown 
15 area can retract when activated to an accepting groove 5K, and would rest at this 
location. 

[000152] Fig. 5H demonstrates that the sheath/blunting assembly 5N can optionally 
have a characteristic of flexibility. The flexibility of 5N can be useful during the 
spatial translocation of moving over the needle tip point in order for a tight joining of 

20 the wire and the needle body itself 1 A. The left panel of Fig. 5H shows a starting 
configuration of the sheath; in the middle panel, the inset arrows are shown as 
extending outwardly to reflect the flexible outward extension of segments of sheath 
5N. The third or right panel has inset arrows pointing inwards relative to the sheath 
assembly to reflect the flexible inward extension of sheath 5N segments. Thus Fig. 

25 5H demonstrates the potential lateral flexibility of the wire loop. 

[000153] Figure 5G illustrates an embodiment of the needle assembly with a portion 
of sheath wire 5N achieving substantial uniformity of surface continuity with a portion 
of needle body 1C due to sheath accepting channel 5K. In a preferred configuration, 
the accepting channel can receive substantially the entire sheath in a state that can 
30 optionally be referred to as a resting state or activated state depending on an initial 
preset condition of being armed or disarmed. 
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[000154] The sheath 5N can be constructed of suitable materials as known in the 
art. Note that the sheath wire need not necessarily be constructed only of nitinol or 
other SMA, nor does the sheath need to be constructed of the same material as 
extension shaft or activator components. The sheath wire can be plastic or 
5 nonplastic polymer. As in Figure 5F, The sheath can have a full circle diameter 
shape such as a wire except optionally for a portion or segment that can rest within 
the accepting channel or groove which can be of a half circle shape. The sheath 5N 
can alternatively be of any shape necessary to create in conjunction with the needle 
body a substantially uniform exterior so as to reduce drag or snagging of the wire 
10 (Fig. 5G). For example, the sheath can be flattened like a ribbon, or composed of 
segments with different shapes. 

[000155] Suture needle of Fig. 6 

[000156] A general round suture needle is presented in Fig. 6 with a blunted rod 6R 
having a blunt end surface 6S that projects from the tip 1A upon extension. The rod 

15 6R can be a wire, bar, beam, or other object such as a blunting means. The exiting 
projection of the blunt rod 6R itself can be substantially along a hypothetical^ 
extended longitudinal axis of the sharp point tip 1A so as to provide a blunting body 
that a surface would come into contact with primarily as opposed to the sharp tip of 
the needle. The surface here for example can be a patient surface, medical worker 

20 human or clothing surface, needle operator human or clothing surface, or surgical 
environment surface. The blunt rod tip can protrude in any direction or from any 
segment of the needle body and not just from the needle tip end in the single 
direction along a longitudinal axis of the needle body. 

[000157] Fig 6A shows the blunted rod projection in a retracted position. In a 
25 preferred configuration, rod tip 6S is blunted just enough so as to not act as another 
sharp area but not be so blunted to allow excessive drag or snagging of a tissue 
subject to penetration. The blunted projection can be a singular unit that connects to 
the mechanism of activation assembly (Fig. 10) or can comprise or connect to a 
lateral extension 6T that connects to a general extension such as in Fig. 10. Specific 
30 views are detailed in Fig. 6B, Fig. 6C, Fig. 6D, Fig. 6E, Fig. 6G, and Fig. 6H 
regarding the needle assembly and details. 
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[000158] Fig. 6G illustrates a variation where the blunt rod has a curved or angled 
segment 6Q, so that upon extension/projection of rod 6R the projecting rod has a 
spring-like characteristic to facilitate positioning of the rod 6R and rod tip 6S towards 
a protective position over the needle tip. Upon retraction, a spring-like bending effect 
5 can be small enough so as to facilitate ease of retraction. In a configuration for one- 
way or reversible activation, the curved segment 6Q straightens sufficiently and fits 
snugly within the main lateral needle cannula ID. 

[000159] For a configuration with a one-time activation property, the blunted 
projection rod 6R can further comprise a resting catch point groove (or notch, 

10 aperture, channel, recession, or means for receiving) shown in Figures 6M and 6N. 
This catch point can serve to facilitate storage of the projecting blunt rod in a locked 
(e.g. at least partially secured) position and can be combined with the small 
retraction mechanism in order to fit the projection snugly on to the tip. In a variation, 
a small rebound tension mechanism is placed in the body of the needle in order to 

15 secure the needle tip into the "pocket." A second aperture 60 can be formed as 
illustrated in Fig. 6F and positioned so as to allow an efficient exit angle for the 
projection rod. 

[000160] Figures 6I-6L show specific views of the needle assembly with detail. 
Further embodiments of devices and methods can use an extending rod fixed at a 

20 point proximal to tip 1 A. In such embodiments, the rod is free to move vertically 
upon extension and also distally to cover the needle tip and provide a blunting effect 
(see Fig. 6P). Fig. 6P is an illustration of the conception and can be modified or 
adapted as taught herein and/or would be understood by one of ordinary skill. In Fig. 
6P, a particular embodiment illustrates that by application offeree along the rod 

25 against a fixed point towards the needle tip, a loop or segment of the rod material is 
pushed with vertical displacement from a needle longitudinal axis and with horizontal 
displacement along such axis, wherein the horizontal displacement is beyond the 
needle tip. In a variation, the rod is nitinol and integrated with the activation 
mechanism (and integrated with distinct slider and extension components too, 

30 optionally). 
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[000161] Suture needle of Fig. 7 

« [000162] A general round suture needle is presented in Fig. 7 with a projection 
sheath 7R which has a first end and a second end, where said first and second ends 
are fixed adjacently to a single point (in other words, proximal and equal to each 
5 other; see Fig. 7N). Alternatively, said first and second ends are fixed at a first 
lateral point and a second lateral point of the needle body, respectively (and distal to 
each other); see Figure 7, and Fig. 7A-7J. The sheath can be a wire loop. In the 
first variation both ends of the wire loop projection are attached at or near the same 
point (Fig. 7N); where the point is disposed along either the main general extension 
10 shaft or can directly connect to the mechanism of activation at a defined point such 
as segment 7T. In a second variation, the two separated ends of the sheath 
extension can also be placed laterally, e.g. on directly opposite sides of the needle 
body, with separate exit holes/apertures 7Q. Apertures 7Q are optionally 
substantially unitary with the main lateral cannula 1D. 

15 [000163] Fig. 7M shows a closer view with details. In the second variation the 
sheath projection 7R is fixed at the point of attachment to either a general main 
extension or the mechanism of activation at a sheath 7R proximal end and at a 
lateral fixation point located on the needle body itself (see Fig. 70). The design 
allows for a sheath/wire to expand laterally and then distally; the sheath can have a 

20 preformed curved segment or shape that can extend in a manner as to provide the 
necessary blunting effect. 

[000164] For both variations, the sheath/wire is of a shape so as to correspond to a 
tightly fitting resting point 7P (see Fig. 7, et alia) when retracted towards the main 
needle body. This is analogous to concepts described herein such as in various 

25 Figures 5. Fig. 7L illustrates that a sheath, such as a wire (of metal, plastic, or 
polymer, etc.) is shaped in one or more dimensions such as diameter to correspond 
to the needle body and resting groove 7P. The placement of exit guide channel 7S 
can be selected based on one or more factors such as efficiency of angle allowing 
activation and/or retraction, and manufacturing methods. Similar to the concepts 

30 illustrated in various Figures 5, a secondary guide channel with a plate covering and 
corresponding holes/apertures for the wire projection wire segments to exit can be 
implemented. Figures 7H to 7K illustrated detailed views of the assembly. In a 
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variation, the sheath is nitinol and integrated with the activation mechanism (and 
integrated with distinct slider and extension components too, optionally). 

[000165] Suture needle of Fig. 8 

[000166] A general round suture needle is presented in Fig. 8 with a break-away tip 
5 design where the tip breaks away from the main needle body upon activation or 
extension of the mechanism of activation. In a disarmed state, needle tip segment 
8L is tethered or suspended from the needle body 1C by a flexible extension 
component 8J and is generally able to move freely except for the tethering constraint 
at a needle tip segment end. Figures 8A-8F illustrate the'assembly with various 
10 views. 

[000167] A distal tip 8M of the needle body proximal to a break point has a force 
dissemination contact surface or blunting means so as to not provide a sharp surface 
in addition to the needle sharp tip. Upon the retraction of the mechanism of 
activation, the needle tip can retract and be guided by a guide assembly. In one 

15 variation the guide assembly comprises a simple ridge and groove (not shown). In 
another variation there is an asymmetrically rigid (e.g. asymmetrically elastic) flexible 
extension member; upon application of force to the flexible extension member, the 
member is guided or directed to bend towards a particular side or angle to facilitate 
displacement of the needle tip towards the main needle body. In an example, the 

20 flexible extension member comprises two different materials of different stiffness. 

[000168] When normal suturing function is desired as with a conventionally 
contiguous needle, for the present break-away needle the mechanism of activation 
can tightly secure the needle tip to the needle body so that a force exerted upon the 
needle during tissue penetration will not substantially disturb the ability of the needle 
25 tip to maintain a position of alignment and/or connection with respect to the needle 
body. 

[000169] Fig. 8D illustrates the needle assembly with flexible extension and shows 
multiple device states with the break-away property. For example, the break-away 
needle tip hangs or leans towards one side of the needle body such as location 8H. 
30 Fig. 8G illustrates that flexible extension 8J can have a segment or end 8K that 
allows connection of flexible extension 8J with the main general extension. The 
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connecting segment 8K and corresponding connections of the flexible extension to 
the needle body/main extension and to the needle point 8L can be constructed using 
techniques known in the art, and likewise for the connection between needle point 
8L and the flexible member extension 81. 

5 [0001 70] It is noted that for clarification of terminology, the needle assembly can be 
activated to assume a disarmed state which might be considered an inactivated 
state; conversely, depending on preset conditions the needle can be activated to 
assume an armed state. Activation can optionally be reversible or one-way. 

[000171] Additional materials and methods. Part I 

10 [000172] Figure 10 illustrates various materials and methods including parts for 
construction of embodiments of the present invention and variations. Construction is 
not necessarily limited to the disclosed parts specifically. The various Figures 10 are 
intended to generally and in certain instances specifically provide information on 
embodiments, e.g. information on the mechanism of activation, structural properties 

15 and characteristics for certain functions, and materials. 

[000173] Fig. 10 illustrates a shape memory alloy material as element 10A. In an 
embodiment the SMA can be nitinol or another alloy with similar properties, and 
various formulations thereof as disclosed herein and/or known to the art, and is 
preferably nitinol. 

20 [000174] If the nitinol assembly is to achieve the desired contraction effect by ohmic 
heating, in an embodiment the assembly must have a positive and negative terminal 
end for the conduction of the electrical current and be electrically insulated in various 
aspects by traditional means. The transmission of the electrical current can be 
achieve through various means but is generally represented by the figure 10F such 

25 as with a conducting wire. A spring assembly itself, however, could act as a 

conductor. Other possibilities include that the nitinol could be filled with a conductive 
matrix; the wire could be routed through the nitinol (such as through a nitinol tube)l; 
or the distal end of a slider point attached to the nitinol could make contact with the 
positive side of the needle and the negative side. Moreover, any combination of the 

30 needle body and or the above parts or others can achieve the proper conduction of 
energy to the SMA material to allow function. 
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[000175] In an embodiment of a suture needle and needle holder combination, the 
contact points for electrical conduction ultimately are routed to the needle holder so 
that the property of ohmic heating can be exhibited. Therefore, a member/point 10B 
(Fig. 10) is placed in contact with an external contact point or surface of the needle 
5 body, and a corresponding member/point 10D is placed towards an opposite end of 
said SMA component 10A to complete a path. 

[000176] . For simplicity of design and in part due to size constraints, a preferred 
embodiment minimizes the necessary parts such as for electrical operation. The 
main body construction is formed so as to give separate conduction areas, namely 
10 positive and negative sides (optionally referred to as plates; these can be separate 
pieces of the needle body). 

[000177] In an embodiment, a spring form 10C or variation thereof is constructed 
and retained so as to provide a sufficient exerting force (rebound tension) so as to 
extend the SMA material after contraction; the exerting force is also able to be 
1 5 overcome by the contraction of the SMA material. 

[000178] In another embodiment, a spring 10H (Fig. 10) is used in the assembly to 
achieve a singular permanent (one time) activation for the sharp tip resting point 
mechanism. Upon activation of the needle assembly, the linear projection of a 
sheath/blunting mechanism is extended; a retraction spring contracts or compresses 

20 the mechanism so as to allow the resting point to arrive at its desired location, and 
provide a snug fit A main extension shaft 10E is connected to a sheathing/blunting 
sub-assembly and connected to a distal contact point of f the SMA sub-assembly or to 
a slider or translocation means that can freely move within a compartment of a 
needle body cannula 1C (the slider/translocation means can optionally act as one of 

25 the conduction points in relation to moving within the needle assembly and making 
contact with the main needle body conduction parts). 

[000179] In embodiments, variations of the one time use feature can pertain to the 
property of nitinol to contract when heated. Fig. 10.1A (includes Fig. 10.1AA, Fig. 
10.1AB, Fig. 10.1AC, and Fig. 10.1AD) illustrates an activator or activation 
30 mechanism. The activator comprises an SMA wire, sheet, or filament 10A, a 
crossbar 10.1 AE of bendable material that is either part of or separate to an 
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extendable retention plate 10.1 AG which can act as a retaining device for an 
extension spring 10.1 A. The crossbar assembly and retention plate form a unit that 
retain the spring from extending. The SMA wire is positioned such as in a loop over 
the crossbar. Upon contraction of the SMA wire, the SMA wire pulls the crossbar 
5 down or causes the crossbar to break free from at least one of one or more contact 
points 10.1 AF with the slider 10.1 AG, thereby pulling the crossbar 10.1 AE down 
through an opening in the slider 10.1 AH and releasing the tension of the spring 
10.1AI which in turn is driven to extend linearly the extension plate 10.1 BE which is 
operatively connected to the sheathing mechanism. 

. 10 [000180] Figure 1 0.1 B and Figure 10.1C illustrate similar mechanisms (comprised 
of parts illustrated in Fig. 10.1 D and Fig 10.1E) that can be under tension. In these 
embodiments, the SMA/nitinol component is attached to the slider plate by a crimp, 
or crimp fastening means (e.g. element 10.1 BD in Fig. 101 BA etc.) and thereby 
secured. 

15 [000181] Figures 10.1C (including Figure 10.1CA, Fig. 10.1CB, and Fig. 10.1CC) 
illustrate other variations of an activator having an under-tension mechanism. In 
these embodiments 

[000182] In these embodiments, the SMA/nitinol component is attached to the slider 
plate by an adhesive such as glue, a weld, or fastening means to extension plate 
20 10.1 CD, where a bond strength is sufficient to retain the spring yet fails or breaks 
upon contraction of the SMA component. 

[000183] Figure 10.1D (including Fig. 10.1DA, Fig. 10.1DB, Fig. 10.1 DC, and Fig. 
10.1DD) illustrate further variations of an activator having an under-tension 
mechanism. In these embodiments, the SMA/nitinol mechanism involves a slider 

25 plate with a groove 10.1DG. The SMA component 10A can extend through slider 
plate groove 10.1DG, and the SMA 10A has an attached retention point 10.1DE 
permitting SMA 1 0A to rest firmly in slot 10.DF, When the SMA 10A contracts, it 
detaches or "pops" the retention point from the resting spot and slips the retention 
point 10.1DE through the corresponding groove 10.1DG within the slider plate, 

30 thereby releasing the plate which is under tension form the spring 10.1DI which 
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extends the slider plate. The slider plate is ultimately connected to the extension or 
sheathing/blunting assembly. 



[000184] Figure 10.1E (including Fig. 10.1EA and Fig. 10.1EB) illustrate a further 
variation. In this variation, a bend in the SMA component 10A acts as a retaining 
5 area of the activation mechanism which is holding an extension spring under tension. 
Upon contraction, the SMA component releases the spring, thereby linearly 
extending or projecting the sheathing mechanism. 

[000185] Figure 10.1F (including Fig. 10.1FA, Fig. 10.1FB, and Fig. 10.1FC) 
illustrate other variations of an activator under tension. In these variations there is 

10 an SMA plate 10.1FE that is preformed in a bent configuration with an aperture/hole 
that is deformed 10.1 FF when the activator is in a bended state so as to retain an 
extension shaft with a retaining point 10.1FG. The retaining point 10.1FG is unable 
to slide through the aperture/hole 10.1FF until the SMA plate 10.1FE is contracted. 
Contraction allows the opening up of the joint 10.1FF which allows the retaining point 

15 10.1 FG to slide through, thereby releasing the tension bound spring which is 
connected to the linear extension assembly. 

[000186] In an embodiment, there can be a relatively simple device and design 
allowing elimination of many small and intricately engineered parts. The device can 
incorporate the function of one time activation, pertaining to the linear extension of a 

20 deformed nitinol wire that is activated by an external means. As disclosed herein, 
however, many activation mechanisms can be applied. The present inventor 
believes that the most efficient manifestation may require a lone deformed SMA 
shaped component which would achieve a net extension in a linear dimension and 
thereby extend or project a sheathing mechanism or be unitary in serving as an 

25 activating/extending and sheathing mechanism. 

[000187] Figure 101, Figure 10J, Figure 10K, and Figure 10L illustrate the general 
orientations of the assemblies of activation in relation to the external needle body 
parts and certain attachments, connections, or fixations of the elements without 
necessarily being limiting to certain areas or sequences of placement of parts or 
30 general assembly in manufacturing. 
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[000188] Additional materials and methods, Part II 

[000189] The various figures in the set of Figure 1 1 (e.g. Fig. 11, Fig. 11 A, Fig. 
11AA, Fig. 11B, Fig. 11C, Fig. 11CA, Fig. 11D, Fig. 11E, Fig. 11EA, Fig. 11G, Fig. 
11F, Fig. 11H t Fig. 111, Fig. 11J, Fig. 11K f Fig. 11L, Fig. 11M) illustrate the various 

5 assembly and construction of the needle body for purposes relating to embodiments 
of the invention, for example, for the needle body to conduct electricity, be 
structurally sound, and be able to retain device components or mechanisms (some 
of which are internally disposed in said needle body assembly) such as an activator 
assembly, extension shaft assembly, and sheath assembly. It is recognized that the 

10 construction and manufacturing relating to devices and methods of the present 
invention can accommodate adaptations and modifications as disclosed herein and 
as would be understood from the disclosure herein by techniques and knowledge 
available to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

[000190] Fig. 1 1 illustrates a general suture needle in a conventionally curved form. 

15 The exterior main needle body can be manufactured according to techniques as 
known in the art. In an embodiment the main needle body and its accessories are 
formed separately form a top conduction plate 11 N and a bottom conduction plate 
110, wherein the top and bottom conduction plates are affixed to a top needle body 
outer surface and bottom needle body outer surface respectively. The needle body 

20 is further formed so as to retain two proximal side portions 11P and 11Q that can 
each run laterally about half the length of the needle. In variations, the conductive 
aspect such as the side portions can extend along the needle body from about 5% to 
about 95% of the length of the needle body so as to allow a variety of locations for 
grasping by a holder or for transferring energy. The needle body can have a needle 

25 body core section removed, leaving two side walls 1 1 P and 1 1Q in order to make 
space available for the conduction plates and provide attachment surfaces or areas 
for joining of the conduction plates to the needle body. The side panels and the 
conduction plates are joined using known means such as adhesive, crimping, 
welding, devices and methods shown in Fig. 11M or Fig. 11H, or means of fastening 

30 (alternatively, a needle body instrument is initially molded or forged to have desired 
capabilities) and are insulated as understood in the art, for example with current 
technology such as Teflon or plastic coating or standard means. 
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[000191] The preceding parts together form an exterior needle body as a whole 
thereby generating an internal compartment or hollow cannula 1D. On a conduction 
plate there can be a conducting surface to allow conduction of electricity and contact 
with a means for supplying electricity or to serve as an attachment abutment for 
5 connection to a suture material 11R. These separate parts are made and connected 
so as to provide a proper conduction pathway to transmit the necessary electrical 
current or so as to act as a retainer for an internal sub-assembly such as an 
activation mechanism. 

[000192] Figure 1 1 A, and Figure 1 1 AA illustrate views of assembly of the needle 
10 body. Figure 11B illustrates a main nepdle body design having only a top conduction 
plate to serve as an electrical terminal end as the main needle body can act itself like 
a conduction plate itself as a second terminal end of a circuit. Figures 1 1C and 
1 1 CA describe views of such an assembly. 

[000193] Figure 11 D illustrates a main needle body comprising three separate 
15 pieces; a top plate 11N, a bottom plate 110, and the main needle distal needle body 
1C. The pieces are connected to form a whole such as by connecting the top and 
bottom plate with fastening means to form a top and bottom plate combination and 
connecting the combination to the body 1C using the s'ame or different fastening 
means. Optionally the needle body 1C can be configured to allow partial overlap 
20 such as by comprising a half-cylinder segment receptive for either a top plate or 
bottom plate. Figures 1 1 E and 1 1 EA illustrate and describe views of this concept. 

[000194] Figure 1 1G illustrates a simple manifestation of a needle body using 
construction of only one piece. Such a needle body can be sufficient to accept some 
sub-assemblies such as certain mechanisms of activation. This design can be 
25 suitable for certain one time use activation mechanism involving stylizing the shape 
characteristic of an SMA component. 

[0001 95] Figure 1 1 F shows a two piece design of a top plate that runs along the 
length of the needle body and a bottom plate which fully corresponds to the top 
plate. The joining of various parts can be accomplished for example with various 
30 means, including adhesives, crimps, welds, and also the utilization of new means 
according to this context. Figure 1 1 L gives a close up, of ridges, teeth, or frictional 
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grasping means 1 1 V that can be disposed along the an interior side of each of the 
top and bottom plates in order to give a grasping surface to retain a suture material. 
Figure 1 1 1 shows a close up cutaway view of this potion of the needle in relation to 
the bottom and top plates, the conduction and attachment point 11R, and other 
5 pieces. 

[000196] Figure 1 1H illustrates utilization of an annular or partial ring-like fixture to 
secure or encompass the relevant parts of the needle assembly. Such a fixture can 
retain all of the pieces as one, for example by crimping the annular fixture 11T or by 
other fastening means, such as gluing, welding, etc. The corresponding portions 
10 1 1 U of the needle body parts are optionally manufactured to accompany the rings so 
as to minimize the providing of a surface allowing snagging, drag, or other unwanted 
effect Figure 1 1 J illustrates a needle assembly end that has suture material in place 
with the described parts. 

[000197] Figure 11M illustrates channeling and notching of the corresponding 
15 portions of the needle body as a way to connect/assemble the parts. Figure 1 1 K 
illustrates crimping of a proximal end of the needle that is typically used for retention 
of suture material. 

[000198] Regarding certain needle body parts, e.g. the needle main body, 
conducting plates, annular fixture, etc. a variety of conventional materials can be 
20 used as known in the art such as steel, stainless steel, and/or polycarbonate among 
others. 

[000199] EXAMPLE 2. Safety suture apparatus comprising a needle and a 
needle holder. 

[000200] Needles of the invention are used in conjunction with a needle holder. 

25 [000201] Figure 2 (PRIOR ART) shows a front view of a general widely used needle 
holder of any size. Figure 2A and 2B (not prior art) illustrate opposite sides of a 
modified needle holder with a holder initiation assembly for attachment that carries 
out the function of initiating activation of the suture needle assembly by the 
application of heat or electricity. 
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[000202] The holder initiation assembly for attachment to an existing needle holder 
is further illustrated in Fig. 2C, Fig. 2D, and Fig. 2E. The holder initiation assembly 
has a vertical top portion 2P and a vertically corresponding bottom portion 2Q. The 
2P and 2Q portions come together in an aligned fashion (see Fig. 2F, Fig. 2G, and 
5 Fig. 2H). This holder initiation assembly mechanism is designed so as to fit a variety 
of sizes of needle holders by utilizing attachment securing points 2Y (See Fig. 2C, 
Fig. 2E) which can fit over the corresponding portion of a needle holder. The holder 
initiation assembly portions 2P and 2Q can join together with an adjustably tightening 
ratcheting mechanism 2X comprising an upper portion 2Z (connected to 2P) that is 

10 notched for accepting the corresponding screw mechanism 2AA that is fixated within 
2Q. The assembly ratchets together as illustrated by sequential portrayal of Fig. 2F, 
Fig. 2G, and Fig. 2H, by the tightening of the fixed assembly 2AA which has a shaft 
that is adjustable by the insertion of a standard or Alan wrench. Other adjustable 
and nonadjustable connecting means can be used for adjoining 2P with 2Q such as 

15 clip-locks and other fastening means. 

[000203] The tip segment 2R of the 2P portion can be hollow in nature so as to 
allow the insertion of the corresponding needle holder tip sequence (Fig. 2J, Fig. 2K, 
Fig. 2L) shown in Fig. 21 The holder initiation assembly locks on to a conventionally 
existing needle holder by tightening the ratcheting mechanism and is adaptable to 

20 different sized needle holders. The secondary tip appendage 2R can also be hollow 
in nature and fit over the second needle tip holder portion or "jaw" sequence shown 
in Fig. 21 (including Fig. 2J, Fig. 2K, and Fig. 2L showing an ordered sequence of 
events). This tip appendage is retained by a screw mechanism 2M (element 2M as 
opposed to Fig. 2M) that can be secured onto the second needle holder tip 2BB or 

25 screw directly into a receiving cavity or hole 20 that is disposed within the needle 
holder tip 2BB. The secondary tip of the said assembly is connected to the main 
upper body of the assembly 2P by a small wire 2U or means for allowing insulated 
transmission of electrical current to the conductive surface 2V. 

[000204] As an overview explanation, the holder initiation assembly attachment has 
30 two attachment contact tips. A first attachment contact tip is element 2R, and a 
second attachment contact tip Is a tip portion of element 2P. These two attachment 
contact tips fit over the needle holder tips 2W and 2BB (or insertionally receive 2W 
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and 2BB) and provide conductive surface 2V for the transmission of electricity to the 
needle body or have internally located heating elements 2.2 that provide heat for 
initiation of the needle body mechanism of activation. 

[000205] The needle holder initiation attachment can have an internal power supply 
5 2U and an optionally simple internal circuit and circuitry (not shown). Both the power 
supply and the circuit (not shown) can be located apart from the needle holder unit 
(See Fig. 2.2C) and be located at a fixed point in a different power supply unit 2.2D 
with controls 2.2E, a cord 2.2G that connects to the needle holder, and an 
attachment plug 2.2F, that corresponds to the cord. The circuit is established as 
10 understood in the art by optionally a simple circuit of the pulse width modulation 
variety or other variety so as to control the nominal amount of voltage or current 
required. The circuit and controls are preferably adapted to prevent the overheating 
or malfunction of the assembly of activation. The circuit can have a regulatory 
mechanism, for example a control switch or button 2S ( or means for circuit regulation 
15 that can optionally be economically located to allow easy regulation by the operator 
in order to initiate the mechanism of activation ultimately residing in the needle. 

[000206] In a particular example, the needle holder initiation attachment is of unitary 
construction and fulfills all necessary characteristics by incorporating the needed 
assemblies into one needle holder mechanism (See Fig. 2.1 and Fig. 2.1 A). 

20 [000207] Further devices and methods for initiation of activation include but are not 
limited to the following: a container of warm water, saline, or other fluid (Fig. 2.2B), a 
hot plate (Fig. 2.2A) with an internal or external power supply (not shown), circuit 
(not shown), and heating element (not shown). 

[000208] In Figure 2.3A and Fig. 2.4B, a needle holder variation is shown. In this 
25 variation, an operator can normally insert a thumb and finger (such as a forefinger) 
through the holes of the needle holder. At or near a point where the opposing 
fingers (such as thumb and finger) tend to naturally come together, a switch is 
placed. This switch can optionally have two segments or halves and be activated by 
a clamping of the needle holder. 

30 [000209] Various combinations of configurations of the above assemblies used in 
conjunction with the mechanism of action of the needle itself can be used. 
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[000210] EXAMPLE 3. Safety suture needle with unifying element 

[000211] Disclosed is a needle featuring a unifying element. The unifying element 
can provide reinforcement in the presence of adversely stressful forces that may 
otherwise result in cracking or dissociation of a part of the needle from another part 
5 or the remainder of the needle body. In a needle of the invention, an SMA 

component can be integrated to function as a relatively pliable shaft that is optionally 
placed centrally but nonetheless disposed along a portion or the entire length of a 
longitudinal axis of the needle. In case of accidental breakage, the shaft holds at 
least one or more broken pieces of the needle body together so as to not allow the 
10 broken pieces to fall, lodge, or be lost within a body tissue. 

[000212] EXAMPLE 4. Safety suture kits 

[000213] Kit forms of the invention are provided. A safety suture kit comprises a 
needle of the invention and suture material. Another kit comprises a needle and 
needle holder of the invention and suture material. Another kit comprises a needle, 
15 modified needle holder, and suture material. 



[000214] Table 1. Information on Fig. 1 set 



Figure 


Information 


1E- 


Figure representing the passing of needle between two persons. 


1F- 


Figure representing the loading of needle onto a needle holder. 


1G- 


Penetration of needle through tissue. 


1H- 


Disarming of needle. 


11- 


Indicates location of general blunting mechanism during stages of activation 
sequence. 


1J- 


Represents the inactive state of mechanism. 


1K- 


Application of electrical current for activation of mechanism. 


1L- 


Application of heat for activation of mechanism. 






Element 


Information 


1A- 


Needle Tip (sharp point). 


1B- 


Suture Material. 


1C- 


Needle Body. 


1D- 


Main Lateral Cannula (Hollowed out bore). 
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[000215] Table 2. Information on Fig. 2 set. 



Figure 


Information 


2- 


Existina needle holder 


2A- 


Riaht side view of assemblv to needle holder. 

1 X ly 1 1 L WlU W V IVVf W 1 W*#W W 1 1 Ih/IJ IW 1 1 W WUI W 1 IW1U Wit 


2B- 


Left side view of assemblv to needle holder 


2C- 


Riaht side view of assemblv 


2D- 


Left side view of assemblv 

mm W 1 fc WlWW TIWV* WI UwVvlllWlJ i 


2E- 


Too view of assemblv with secondary attachment aDDendaae shown in too view 

1 W W w IVVv W| UWWWI ■ IWIJ | Will 1 W W WW 1 IVIMI J W WMVI It ■ ■ Wl lb W^pfVI ■ WW*£ W W 1 Iw WI f II 1 Iwy f IClFi 


2F- 


Superior and inferior sections aligned for assembly. 


2G- 


Insertion of the two sections. * 


2H- 


Joining of the two sections. 


21- 


Attachment sequence of the needle holder tip and secondary tip attachment. 


2J- 


Aligned sections. 


2K- 


Secondary tip appendage aligned with needle holder tip, beginning of attachment 


2L- 


Secondary tin aooendaoe secured 


2M- 


Secondary tip attachment mechanism. 


2.1- 


Lateral view of needle holder. 


2.1A- 


Left ^ide view of needle holder 


2.2- 


Cutaway view of needle holder with heating element in the tip for means of activation 

fheatinn plpmpnf nnt ^hn\Art"rt 




Vipw of a nnn^nprifir contain pr of hnt watpr 

view wi a i iwi lapwwiiii* wwiiiaiiici ui iiui vvaici . 


2 2A- 


View of a non<«nprffip hot nlatp with either intprnal nr pytpmal nnwer Qiinnlv and 
view ui a 1 1 \ji io|JCwiiiw 1 1 wi uiaic wiui ciuici uiiciiicu ui walciiicii uuwci ouuuiy, aiiu 

Internal heatina element 


2.2C- 


Needle holder with oower suddIv seoarate from holder unit 

1 v WWW 1 W 1 1 Wl W Wl ff IU 1 WWWWJ ttUp^rlJ ttvpOl Wiv II Wl 1 1 1 1 W 1 W W 1 Wl 11% 


2.3A- 


Side View soecialized needle holder showina Dotential switch Dlacement and nhvsical 

VlUw VlwW ulrfWVlUliftivU IIWWWIW IIWIWWI wl IWWII IM fc/wlwl UIMl wWltWtl UIOWWI 1 IWI IL Gil 1 VI UI 1 Jr QlVOI 

properties. 


2.3B- 


Front View specialized needle holder showing potential switch placement and physical 
properties. 


Element 


Information 


2N- 


Secondary tip attachment bolt. 


20- 


Modified secondary tip predrilied hole. 


2P- 


Upper section of assembly. 


2Q- 


Lower section of assembly. 


2R- 


Secondary tip appendage. 


2S- 


Activation switch. 


2T- 


Wire connector to secondary tip from main assembly body. 


2U- 


Battery power supply. 


2V- 


Conductive surface. 


2W- 


Primary needle holder tip. 


2X- 


Ridge showing the elevated tensioning mechanism area. 


2Y- 


Ridge and groove for assembly retention on needle holder 


2Z- 


Top horizontally grooved rail for tensioning mechanism. 


2AA- 


Fixated tensioning assembly. 


2BB- 


Needle holder secondary tip. 


2.2D- 


External power supply unit. 


2.2E- 


Power supply controls. 


2.2F- 


Plug connector for power supply and needle holder. 


2.2G- 


Power cord. 


2.4- 


Switch located in finger slots 


2.4A- 


Protruding activator switch body 


2.4B- 


Thumb depression switch 


2.4C- 


Vertical switch. 
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[000216] Table 3. Information on Fig. 3 set 



Pini tro 
nyuio 


Information 




Solid left nersnpotive v/ip\a/ of General suture neprilp and inartivp nrnterfh/P chpathinn 

WWI1U ICIl |JCI OpCwUVC VICW, Ul yci IC1 Ql OUIUI C IICCUIC OIIU IJIClwUVC UIUICMIVC OllCdUIIliU 

body tip variation. 




Solid left oersnecth/e view of aeneral suture needle and artivated nmtprth/p-shpathinri 

uviiu icii jjciopcwuvv view, ui yci ici hi ouiui c iiccuic oi t\J a^uvaicu uiuiCvUvc oi icaLiui |U 

body. 


3B- 


Solid Front orthoaonal view of active sheathina bod v and needle tin 

WWIIW 1 1 Wi 1 % VI fcl IWgWI 101 W * W ff VI WWW WW W 1 IWW %9 111 l*J W/vf J ul Iw I (vvWiW I J ^« 


3C- 


Transoarent front orthoaonal cutawav view of inactive sheathina hodv and needle tin 


3D- 


Solid rear orthoaonal view of activated sheathina bodv and needle tin 

WWIIM • WMI VI UIVHWIIUI » IWll vl W Sf%§ fWIW Ml IvUU Ul IVj J HI IV llwwUIW LI }-/ ■ 


3E- 


Solid front orthoaonal view of inactivated sheathina bodv and needle tin 

WWMM II Vllk VI U IW^fVl I WjI VIW WW VI II W%l v*m IW W Wl 1 wUU III |\£ %J \f ■ ™ ' ■ W W Wl W U ■ 


3F- 


Cross sectional view of needle holder tip point appendage. 


3G- 


Solid front view of activated needle tiD. showina restina sheath in relation to auide 
channel and guide ridge. 


3H- 


Exploded isometric view of actual sheath . 


31- 


Representing 3 segments of sheath retraction, and extension in the reverse process 






Element 


Information 


3J- 


Vertical expansion groove within sheath. 


3K- 


Sheath assembly extension shaft. 


3L- 


Figure showing the slightly blunted and rounded edges of the sheath body. 


3M- 


Resting ledge of main needle body, for resting sheath body, upon retraction. 


3N- 


Vertical opening from main needle body for raised attachment of main stem. 


30- 


Lateral ridge guide, which accompanies the vertical channel located within the sheath 
body. 


3P- 


Expanding sheath body, sliding over the needle tip. 


3Q- 


Sheath assembly. 


3R- 


Sheath retraction resting area. 
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[000217] Table 4. Information on Fig. 4 set 



Figure 


Information 


4- 


Solid Left perspective view of general suture needle ana inactivated shielding 
assembly. 


4A- 


ooiia Lett perspective view ot general suture neeaie ana acuvatea snieiaing assemuiy. 


4B- 


Transparent front orthogonal view of genera! suture needle tip and inactivated 
shielding mechanism. 


4C- 


Transparent tront ortnogonai view ot general suture neeaie tip ana activatea snieiaing 
mecnanisrn. 


4U- 


ouiiu TTuni onnoyundi view ui yciicidi ouiuie neeuie up aiiu duuvaLeu oiuciuiny 

mechanism. 


AC 


QnliH frnnt nrfhnnnnal v/tP\w nf npnpral QtitUTP nppHlp tin anH inartivafpH QhiplHinn 
OUHU liuiii uruiuyuiidi view ui yeneidi ouiuie iiccuic up aiiu iiiaivuvdieu oiiiciuiiiy 

mechanism. 


AC 

4r- 


r*t ifa\A/o\/ froncn^rant eirlo \/ip\a/ nf nonoral ctrhiro poqHId tin HnH\s anH chpafh rPcHnn 
^/U La Way UdnspalCiH SlUc VlCW UI ycllcldl oUluio lieeuic Up UUUy, allU ollcdUl leoUIiy 

point aperture. 




QnliH tnn wiouu nf chiplHtnn aQCpmhtv anH rjitawax/ PvtpnQinn chaff 
OUIIU iup View Ui oiueiuuiy dddcinuiy aiiu uuiaway calciioiuii onaii. 


4H- 


Solid bottom view of shielding assembly and extension shaft. 


41- 


1 oft norcnar4i\/a wtPtAf nf ohiolHt nn socemhlu 

Lcii perspective view ui smeiuiriy dooeniuiy. 


4J- 


Solid Left perspective view of general suture needle and inactivated shielding 

aeeamhlu t>/ifnm it noorilo tin nuarH natnh nnint 

assemuiy, wiinuui neeuie up yudiu udiuii puuii. 


4K- 


Solid Left perspective view of general suture needle and activated shielding assembly 

\»/ithmrf nppHlp fin mtarrl f*aff*h nninf 

wiuiuui neeuie up yudiu odiuii pun u. 


4L- 


Transparent front orthogonal view of general suture needle tip and activated shielding 
mecnanisrn witnout neeaie up guaru eaten point. 


4M- 


Transparent front orthogonal view of general suture needle tip and activated shielding 
mecnanisrn witnout neeaie tip guara eaten point. 


4N- 


Solid front orthogonal view of general suture needle tip and activated shielding 

monhonicm lA/tthntit nooHlo tin miarH natnh nnint 

mecnanism wruiuui neeuie up gudru udiuii puuii. 


4U- 


Qnlirl frnnt nrfhnnnnal i/ipui nf npnpral ciitiirp nppHlA tin anri inarth/atpH QhiplHinn 
ooiiu iruni uruiuyuiidi view ui yeneidi ouiuic neeuie up diiu uidwuvdieu oiiieiuuiy 

mechanism without needle tip guard catch point. 


4r- 


^nta\A/a\/ cIHp xiiovj nf nanpral eiifiiro npprllp fin hnrlv anH Qhpath rpctinn nnint 
v^uidWdV blue view ui yeneidi ouiuie neeuie up uuuy, diiu oiiedui icouny pumi 

anprfiirp u/ifhmit nppdlp tin nuarH catch noint 
dpeiiuie wiuiuui iieeuic up \juaiu wiw i pumu 


4W- 


QntiH tnn i/Ipu/ nf QhiplHinn SQQpmhlv anH rutawav pytpn^ion shaft withnut needle tin 

nuarH r^atrh nnint 
y udi u odiwii puuii* 


*f rv* 


SnliH bottom view of shleldina assembly and extension shaft without needle Ud auard 
ofltoti ooint i 




1 pft nprctnprtlx/p view of fihieldino assembly without needle tiD catch noint 


AT- 

*T 1 


Close-uo left cutawav side view of restlna ooint oroove and extensions in relation to 
the needle body, and shown intended mechanism of action, and shield retention. 


Element 


Information 


4U- 


Sheath resting point aperture on needle body. 


4V- 


Sheath assembly in general. 


4W- 


Sheath assembly extension shaft. i 


4X- 


Sharp needle tip guard catch point 


4Y- 


Slightly blunted edge of sheath. 


4Z- 


Sheath resting point extensions. 


4AA- 


Sheath resting point grooves. 
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Table 5. Information on Fig. 5 set 



Figure 


inTorrnauon 


0- 


ooiiq ien perspective view, or general suiure neeaie ana inactivated protective 
sneatning loop up vanation. 


5A- 


Solid left perspective view, of general suture needle and activated protective sheathing 
loop tip variation. 


CD 
OD- 


i ransparent Tront ortnogonai view ot cutaway acuvaiea loop vanauon. 


oO 


1 ransparem iront ortnogonai view ot cutaway inactivated loop vanation. \ 


cr\_ 


ooiiq Tront onnoyonai view or cutaway acuvaiea loop vanation. 


Ot- 


ooiiq iioni ortnogonai view or cutaway iriacuvaiea loop vanauon. 


or- 


oiose up view ot rz circle wire vanauon urown to numiai rouno extrusion snape. 


OO" 


onuwing ine reauny 01 vie pruiecuve wiic uuuy, win mi me nesting groove. 


on- 


onuwiiig uie nexiuie properuea or biicaiuniy aoaci uuiy, ior accornrnooaung extension 

snd f^nntraf*tinn nf ^hpathinn mprhantem en that thp nmtp^flvp Innn fife unifnrmli/ 
aim uuiiu awuuu wi ojjcauiiuy iijgui icijiioiii, au uiai uie piuLcuuvc iuu|j 1110 uiiiiuniiiy 

within the restina aroove 


51- 


Transparent lateral view of secondary guide channel variation. 


Element 


Information 


5J- 


Secondary guide channel covering plate with secondary holes. 


5K- 


Circumferential Nesting groove for accepting loop when activated. 


5L- 


Left wire loop exit aperture for protective body extension. 


5M- 


Right wire loop exit aperture for protective body extension. 


5N- 


Preformed section of protective loop sheathing body. 


50- 


Secondary guide channel area. 


5P- 


Aperture cover plate. 
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[000218] Table 6. Information on Fig. 6 set. 



Figure 


inTOnilaUUIl 


6- 


ootid lett perspective view, ot general suture neeaie ana inaciivateo protective Diuntea 
wire projection tip variation. 


6A- 


ootid leTi perspective view, ot general suiure neeuie ana acuvaieo protective oiumea 
wire projection tip variation. 


D 

Do- _j 


i ransparent iront onnogonai view ot acuvaieu Diunieu wire projection up. 




I ransparent ironi ortnogonai view ot macovaieu Diunieu wire projecnon up. 


6D- 


Solid front orthoqonal view of activated blunted wire proiection tip. 


ofc- 


ooiid TTont ortnogonai view ot inacuvateu Diunieu wire projecnon up. 


6F- 


Left cross sectional sioe ortnoyonai view ot secondary yuiue cnannei vanauon. 


oo- 


ooiio len perspective view, ot general suiure neeuie ana macuvaiea pruiecuve Diunieu 
wire projection tip, with preformed curve, and sharp point nesting area variation. 


on- 


O/^ll/J Infl nAreno^fiifa \rta\At nf nonaral CI tit I TO ftOOH lo onH 9pti\/atori nmtD^h/o hhintoH 

oouu ien perspective view, or general ouiure neeuie aiiu douvdieu pruiecuve Diunieu 
vA/iro nrnipr+inn tin with nrpfnrmpri rnn/p And Qham noint nestlnn area variation 

Wlie UiUjewUUll up, wiu i ljiciuiiiicu vUi »C| oi iu oiiciils l/uiiii i icsui ly ai ca vaiiauuii. 


6I- 


Transparent front orthogonal view of activated blunted wire projection tip. 


OJ- 


Tranenarcnt frnnt Arfhnnnnot i/fpui /if inaptiwatoH hh inter! ui/irp nmior*tinn tin chnxA/inn 

1 ransparent ironi onnogonai view or iiiduuvdieu uiumeu wuc uiujeuuuu up, oiiuwiuy 

f ho cham nnint npctinn arpa 
II le oi icii \j \Jyj\\ ii iicoiuiy aica. 


Of\~ 


Qnlirl frnnt nrthnnnnal vipw nf activated blunted wire nroipction tin 
OU1IU ll ui ii ui u luyui lai view ui dwiivaieu uiuiuevi wiie \j\ wjcwiiui i ml/. 


fit - 


QnllH frnnt nrthnnnnal v!p\av nf inactivated blunted wire nroiection tin 
omiu 1 1 vji ll \J\ u iwyui idi view ui ii idwuvaievj uiuiiigu vvu c l*i wjcwuui i uls. 


Oivl- 


Trancnarpnt latpral nrthnnnnat \/ipw nf inactivated wire tin and sham noint nestlna 

1 1 dl loUdl CI ll Idieidi Ui U 1 vyundi view ui u lauuvaicu vviic up, ai iu oiiaiL/ punu iic^uuvj 
died. , 


fiN- 
OIN- 


Orthnnnnal nlnQp-iin wipw nf <iham tin np^tino area 
wiuiwyvyiidi uiuoc^up view \ji aiidiL/ up neouiiy oica. 


6P- 


Solid left perspective view of the SMA inlaid into a general suture needle, can also 
represent a needle with a fixed anchor point sheathing wire. 


6U- 


Rear Left perspective view of general needle, with in laid Nrtinol wire. 


Element 


Information 


60- 


Secondary guide channel. 


6Q- 


Blunted extension preformed curve. 


6R- 


Blunted extension of main lateral extension wire. 


6S- 


Blunted tip portion. 


6T- 


Attached extension wire. 



I 
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[000219] Table 7. Information on Fig. 7 set 



Figure 


inTOiiriauuii 


7 


Solid left perspective view, of general suture needle and inactivated protective non- 
preformed wire loop projection variation. 




ooiiu len perspective view, ot general suture neeaie ana activated protective non- 
preformed wire loop projection variation. 


TQ_ 


i ransparem rront ortnogonai view ot acuvaiea wire loop projection. 


7C- 


Transparent front orthogonal view of inactivated wire loop projection. 




Solid front orthogonal view of activated wire loop projection. 


7E- 


Solid front orthogonal view of activated wire loop projection. 


7r- 


Solid left perspective view, of general suture needle and inactivated protective non- 
preformed wire projection, with permanent lateral fixation of distal wire projection 
van ail on. 


7G- 


Solid left perspective view, of general suture needle and activated protective non- 
preTormea wire projection, witn permanent lateral nxation ot uistai wire projection. 




i ran spare nt iront ortnogonai view ot activate a wire projection, witn permanent 

latoral fivatlrtn r\f Hictal ixriro nr'Afp/Mion 1 
IdlCi ell llAdUUIl Ul Ulolal Wife piOJcCUOn. 


71- 


i icuiopdici ii irum ui iiioyuiidi view ui uiacuvaicu wire projection, wnn permanent 

latpral fiyatinn nf Hietal \ Afire nrniorttnn 
idicidi iiAduuii \Ji uioiai wue fji ujeouui i. 


7J- 


Qn|iH front nrthnnnnal uipw nf inarth/afpH wirp nrnfprtinn vv/ith nArmanont lateral 
wwiiu ii win uiuiuyuitai view ui uidwuvaievi wue uiujeuiiwii, wiui peiiiidileill Idleldl 

fixation of distal wire nroieetion 


7K- 


Solid front orthooonal view of inar* tivatpd wire nrnipctinn with nprmanpnt latprat 
wv^nu iiv/iu viuivjywijai view ui n lavuvaievi wue piiijevsiiuii, wiui uei iiidiieni idLeidl 

fixation of distal wire oroiection 


7L- 


Close ud Dersoective view of oroiection wire looo 


7M- 


Cross-sectional side view of lateral secondary channel placement for wire location. 


7N- 


Close-up view showing attachment to main slider or extension body. 


70- 


Lateral transparent close up view distal wire fixation point. 


Element 


Information 


7P- 


Nesting channel for activated retracted projection wire. 


7Q- 


Secondary Channels. 


7R- 


Projection wire. 


7S- 


Guide channel. 


7T- 


Connection of projection loop to extension shaft or mechanism of action assembly. 
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[000220] Table 8. Information on Fig. 8 set 



Figure 


Information 
ihiui uiauuii 


8- 


ouiiu icii pci ojjcuuvc; view, ui vjcilcJal ouiuic iicculc auQ inaCuValcu prOISCXIVG DT63K 

awav tin variation 

away u vai lauui i. 


8A- 


Solid left nersoeetive view of aenpral Qiittirp nppHip anrl nr/Nfo^uo D rft „r, 
wwnu ivii pciop&viivc view, wi j^ciiciai ouiuic iiccuic aliu ouuvalcu prOlcCuVe Di63K 

away tip variation. 


8B- 


Transparent front orthooonal view of activated break awav tin 


8C- 


TransDarent front orthooonal view of inactive break au/av Ho 

■ ■ mi iwwai win it vi it wi u iw^ui ivu iiwii vi ii iBvu v w ui wOi\ ci way U|J. 


8D- 


TransDarent front silhouette view of extension and refraction Qpnupnop of hroak 

• i wi iv^rvi wi ii ii with will IvMvMv Wlw»w VI vAlWI Iwlwl 1 Ql IVI IwUQvUUI | wC^UvllvW| wl Ul yw t*k 

away needle tip design. 


8E- 


Solid front orthogonal view of activated break away tip. 


8F- 


Solid front orthogonal view of inactivated break away tip. 


Element 


Information 


8G- 


Close-up of main slider extension, direct SMA point, flexible member, and or other 
attachment configuration. 


8H- 


Represents the break away, and intended free movement. 


81- 


Attachment point for flexible member extension within needle point. 


8J- 


Flexible member extension. 


8K- 


Flexible member attachment point to main slider extension. 


8L- 


Break away tip main body. 


8M- 


Blunted edge of main distal main needle body. 


)00221] Table 9. Information on Fig. 9 set. 


Figure 


Information 


9- 


Properties of Shape memory alloy in relation to needle mechanism. 


9A- 


Showing the SMA mechanism at rest and then activation. 


9B- 


Showing the shape memory effect of the Shape Memory Alloy mechanism. 


90 


Showing the activation and deactivation properties of the SMA mechanism. 


9D- 


Showing the relation of the SMA mechanism in relation to the activation of the 
blunting mechanism. 


9E- 


This vertical area denotes the location of the blunting mechanism either prior to or 
during activation of the particular mechanism. 


9F- 


This vertical area denotes the location of the blunting mechanism either prior to or 
during activation of the particular mechanism. 


9G- 


This vertical area shows the length of the SMA mechanism relative to the spring 
extension and or contraction of mechanism and its lenqth during each phase. 


Element 


Information 


9H- 


Inactive SMA with extension spring and mechanism properties. 


91- 


Activated SMA with extensions spring and properties. 


9J- 


Deactivated SMA with extension spring and properties. 


9K- 


Corresponds to 9H showing the relation of the mechanism to the blunted portion of 
the mechanism in relation to a genera! suture needle shape. 


9L- 


Corresponds to 91 showing the relation of the mechanism to the blunted portion of 
the mechanism in relation to a general suture needle shape. 


9M- 


Corresponds to 9 J showing the relation of the mechanism to the blunted portion of 
the mechanism in relation to a general suture needle shape. 


9N- 


SMA at inactive deformed state. 


90- 


SMA returning to preformed state upon activation. 


9P- 


Corresponds to 9N showing the relation of the mechanism to the blunted portion of 
the mechanism in relation to a general suture needle shape. 


9Q- 


Corresponds to 9N showing the relation of the mechanism to the blunted portion of 
the mechanism in relation to a general suture needle shape. 
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[000222] Table 10. Information on Fig. 10 set. 



Figure 


Information 


10- 


Broad fin i ire of narts 

Ul WQU II^UI C \Jt pQI lO> 


101- 


Assembly in relation to needle body assembly (not all variations shown). i 




/voocinuiy if • iciduun uj nccuie uuuy aoocinuiy inoi an Variations snown) 


10K- 


Assembly In relation to needle body assembly (not all variations shown). 


•10L- 


wiviaa oiiopc iiicinuiy dp{jiiuduuii doociuuiy in iciduun lu neeulc DOGy assemuiy 

fnot all variations shnwnA 
liiwi ciii vaiiauuuo 01 luwiij. 


10.1AA- 


Break awav onp timp iisp mechanism SMA loon with ratonttnn ^mookor . Jor ;— f., 
coin away unc uiuc uoc iiiewiiaiiioni, wivi/A lUUjJ wiui rclcnuOn CluSSDai Vaneiy. 


10.1AB- 


Side view break awav onp time lisp mechanism fiMA hnn u/t+h mtanttnn ^mcckir 

wiuw vic¥¥, uicciiv away ui ic utile uoc incwliaiilolll, Olvl/A IUUU Willi icTellUOn ClUSSDdT 

varietv. inactivated view fsDrina not shown } 


10.1AC- 


Break awav one time use mechanism SMA Iood with retention rm^char uarifatv 
inactivated side view (sprinq not shown). 


10.1AD- 


Break awav one time use mechanism SMA loon with retention crnsshar vanetv 

wwvwj^ wiiw uiiiv www 1 1 iuui iui nun i) vivi^v l ww WIUI 1 vlwl IUUI 1 vl UOOwdl Vdl Iwiy | 

activated side view (spring shown extended & divided for clarity). 


10.1B- 


Break away one time use mechanism, SMA loop with crimped retention area. 


10.1BA- 


Break away one time use crimped retention mechanism, inactivated. 


10.1BB- 


Break awav one time use erimned retention mechanism cide viau/ inas*ti\/a+ari 

wi wuix ana; wi iw uuiw uac VI 11 1 if cu 1 CICI IUUI 1 II ICU lai 1191 ll| OIUB VICW, IfldwUValwU. 


10.1BC- 


Break away one time use crimped retention mechanism, activated. 


10.1C- 


Break awav One time USe mechanism With allied in QMA enrinn intn ratan+tnn araa 
wwrv avvgj Ul Iw Ullic UOC II ICW tai HOI M WIUI U,lUww III OlVlA\ OfJIIIiy I111U iClcTlUUn alCQ. 


10.1CA- 


Break away one time use retention mechanism, with glued in SMA spring into 
retention area inactivated 

■ WkWI BLIWI 1 PI WQ, II lavuvaiGUi 


10.1CB- 


Break away one time use retention mechanism, with glued in SMA spring into 
retention area side view inactivated 

IWIWIIUWH HI WQ| WIUW V 1 W TV | II lUwUVulWUi 


10.1CC- 


Break awav one time use retention mechanism with hlnad in qma enrinn int^ 

ul wt4i\ BYYay ui iw uiiic uoc iciciiiiwJi I iicui lai Hoi it, WIUI yiucU III OIVl/A opriNU llllU 

retention area side view activated 

1 VIVIIIIVII Wl VWj SJ 1 WW V IW It | HWU V U IWU # 


10.1D- 


Break awav one time use mechanism with lateral SMA wire fivated with a war+inai 

u,SHn H " a jf M,|C uuiw uoc 1 1 icwi laiiioi 1 1, wiui laiciai wivi^ wile ilAdlcU Willi a VclLlUal 

retention focus area to slider plate, inactivated. 


1 0.1 DA- 


Break awav one time use mechanism with lateral ft Ml A wire fivatod t/m+h a i/artinai 

W|60| » vi ic uiiic uoc i ■ icwi iai noil I, wiui laiciai wivirt Wile IlAdlcU Wlin a VcniCal 

retention focus area to slider plate, front view, inactivated. 


10.1DB- 


Break awav one time use mechanism with lateral SMA wire fivateH with a ventral 

WIV/M,X w¥»Mjr wi iw uniw u«e 1 1 iwwi iai hoi 1 1| whi i taici ai *jivi^ wiic iiAdicu Willi d Vclliwdl 

retention focus area to slider date front view inactivated 

■ w»wt invi i iwwww wi vm *w wi 1 w w 1 piMIV) II VI li f IvVf II IBWIIVmIvUi 


10.1DC- 


Break awav one time use mechanism slider Dlate inactivated ton view 

vui\ uvwMjr iw mi i iw www 1 1 iwwi ibi noi i ■ wiivivi i^iaic, iiiawuvaicu, iu)J view. 


10.1 DD- 


Break awav one time use mechanism slider Dlate activated too view \ 

w*^«^ miiwj wi iw mi i iw www ii iwwi iui 1 1 wl 1 1 wllw wl y+ 1 wl IW | BwUf PlvU | lUp VI w W# 


10.1E- 


One time use break awav mechanism, with oreformed SMA bend for retention 

»• • i • w www wi ww*> w w v w j I ■ ivvi iui t* wl I if »tIM 1 fmf\ w I w III J w w wlvl/i Uvl IU Iwl IwLwllllwll* 


10.1 EA- 


One time use break awav mechanism, with oreformed SMA bend for retention 

^^■•^ »»• • wiww*^ W • ■ J lllWVI IMI HVIIIj VI IUI ^11 VIVI IIIWW W 1 W If V Ik/Vl IU Iwl 1 vlvl lllwi l| 

side view, activated. 


10.1EB- 


One time use break away mechanism, with preformed SMA bend for retention, 
side view, activated (spring shown exploded, for clarity). 


10.1F- 


One time use break away mechanism with SMA plate (series of views). 


10.1FA- 


Side view of inactivated one time use break away mechanism with an SMA plate. 


10.1FB- 


Top view of inactivated piate showing the retaining body, stopped. 


10.1FC- 


Side view of activated one time use break away mechanism with an SMA plate. 


10.1FD- 


top view of activated plate showing the opening of the plate upon activation. 


Elements 


Information 


10A- 


SMA with variations and properties. (Not all shown). 


10B- 


Proximal end connection point with variations and properties (not all shown). 


10C- 


General extension spring (variations not shown). 


10D- 


Denotes a connection point or connector piate 


10E- 


Extension shaft or slider with variations (not all shown). 


10F- 


Conduction wire with variations (not all shown). 


10G- 


Denoted insulating layer. 


10H- 


Shirt retraction spring, with variations (not all shown). 


10.1AE- 


Crossbar. 


10.1AF- 


Cross bar support. 


10.1AG- 


Slider plate. 


10.1AH- 


Crossbar aperture. \ 
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A ft 4 A 1 
1U.1 Al- 


Extension spring. 


lU.IOU- 


Crimping area. 


1U.1DC- 


Slider plate. 


1U. jV*U- 


Slider plate. 


1U. lOfc- 


Retention area. 




Focus of glued area. 




<i a line 


Retention focus joint 


lU.lUr" 


Retention focus joint, fixation depression. 




Guide channel. 


lU.lUn- 


Slider plate with guide channel. 


10.1DI- 


Extension spring. 


10.1 EC- 


Retention bend in SMA wire. 


10.1FE- 


SMA plate. 


10.1FF- 


Aperture. ^ 


10.1FG- 


Retention body. 


10.1FH- 


Slider plate. 


10.1FI- 


Extension spring applicable to this mechanism. j 



[000223] Table 11. Information on Fig. 11 set. 



Figure 


Information 


11- 


Side view of top and bottom connection point options. 


11A- 


Top view of top bottom connection point option. 


11AA- 


Cross sectional view of separated top bottom conduction point options. 


11B- 


Side view of top and full needle body conduction point options. 


11C- 


Top view of separated top bottom conduction point options. 


11CA- 


Cross sectional view of separated top and full needle body conduction point 
options. 


11D- 


Side view of 3 piece conduction point options. 


11E- 


Top view of separated 3 piece conduction point option. 


11EA- 


Cross sectional view of separated 3 piece conduction point option. 


Element 


Information 


11F- 


Transverse cannula. 


11G- 


Entire length top bottom 


11H- 


Ring fixation with adhesive. 


111- 


Glue and teeth fixation. 


11J- 


Glue only fixation. 


11K- 


Other standard crimping fixation. 


11L- 


Grasping teeth close-up cross-sectional view. 


11M- 


Midline ring. 


11N- 


Top plate. 


110- 


Bottom plate. 


11P- 


Left side panel. 


11Q- 


Right side panel. 


11R- 


Contact, joining point, (not shown in all figures) 


11S- 


Joining ring. 


11T- 


Ring side view. 


11U- 


Joining space. 


11V- 


Joining teeth. 
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[000224] STATEMENTS REGARDING INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE AND 
VARIATIONS 

[000225] All references throughout this application, for example patent documents 
including issued or granted patents or equivalents; patent application publications; 
5 and non-patent literature documents or other source material; are hereby 
incorporated by reference herein in their entireties, as though individually 
incorporated by reference, to the extent each reference is at least partially not 
inconsistent with the disclosure in this application (for example, a reference that is 
partially inconsistent is incorporated by reference except for the partially inconsistent 
10 portion of the reference). 

[000226] Any appendix or appendices hereto are incorporated by reference as part 
of the specification and/or drawings. 

[000227] Where the terms "comprise", "comprises", "comprised", or "comprising" are 
used herein, they are to be interpreted as specifying the presence of the stated 
15 features, integers, steps, or components referred to, but not to preclude the 
presence or addition of one or more other feature, integer, step, component, or 
group thereof. 

[000228] The invention has been described with reference to various specific and 
preferred embodiments and techniques. However, it should be understood that 

20 ' many variations and modifications may be made while remaining within the spirit and 
scope of the invention. It will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
compositions, methods, devices, device elements, materials, procedures and 
techniques other than those specifically described herein can be applied to the 
practice of the invention as broadly disclosed herein without resort to undue 

25 experimentation. All art-known functional equivalents of compositions, methods, 
devices, device elements, materials, procedures and techniques described herein 
are intended to be encompassed by this invention. Whenever a range is disclosed, 
all subranges and individual values are intended to be encompassed. This invention 
is not to be limited by the embodiments disclosed, including any shown in the 

30 drawings or exemplified in the specification, which are given by way of example or 
illustration and not of limitation. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A suture needle assembly, comprising a suture needle and an activatable 
sheath. 

2. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said sheath is activatable by 
electricity. 

3. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said sheath is activatable by 
heat. 

4. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said needle comprises a first 
tissue penetration end and a second end for suture attachment, an external 
casing and an internal compartment, an outer surface along a longitudinal 
axis of said external casing, a sheath activator disposed inside said casing 
and electrically or thermally responsive to said casing, and said activatable 
sheath operatively connected to said sheath activator; wherein a portion of 
said sheath is capable of reaching a protective position proximal to said first 
end of said needle. 

5. The suture needle assembly of claim 4 wherein said sheath activator 
comprises a shape memory alloy component. 

6. The suture needle assembly of claim 5 wherein said shape memory alloy 
component is nitinol. 

7. The suture needle of claim 4 wherein said sheath further comprises a catch 
point, notch, or securing means for maintaining said sheath in an activated 
position upon activation. 

8. The suture needle assembly of claim 4 wherein said sheath activator 
comprises a shape memory plastic component. 

9. The suture needle assembly of claim 4 wherein said sheath comprises a 
shape memory alloy or shape memory plastic. 

10. The suture needle assembly of claim 4 further comprising an initiator of said 
sheath activator, wherein said activator is capable of receiving energetic 
exposure from said initiator. 
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1 1 . The suture needle assembly of claim 10 wherein said initiator comprises a 
source of heat or electricity. 

12. The suture needle assembly of claim 4 wherein said activatable sheath and 
said activator are unitary. 

13. The suture needle assembly of claim 4 further comprising an extension shaft 
connected at a first end to said activator and connected at a second end to 
said sheath. 

14. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said activatable sheath is 
reversibly capable of activation. 

15. The suture needle assembly of claim 14 wherein said reversibly activatable 
sheath is provided in an initially armed configuration. 

16. The suture needle assembly of claim 14 wherein said reversibly activatable 
sheath is provided in an initially disarmed configuration. 

17. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said activatable sheath 
comprises a hood-shaped shield. 

18. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said activatable sheath 
comprises a cylindrical projection. 

19. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said activatable sheath 
comprises a loop. 

20. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said needle comprises a 
sheath receiving aperture. 

21 . The suture needle assembly of claim 20 wherein said sheath receiving 
aperture is a groove or notch. 

22. The suture needle assembly of claim 1 wherein said activatable sheath is 
capable of assuming a retracted position that is substantially flush along a 
needle outer surface. 

23. A suturing apparatus comprising a suture needle assembly of any of claims 1- 
22 and a needle holder. 

24. A suturing apparatus comprising a suture needle assembly of any of claims 4- 
22 and a modified needle holder; wherein the modified needle holder 
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comprises a first holding tip and a second holding tip, and the first and second 
holding tips are energetically connected to an energy source; and wherein the 
first holding tip and second holding tip are capable of contacting a first and a 
second needle assembly energy contact surface, wherein said contact 
5 surfaces are energetically contacted to said activator of said needle assembly, 

and wherein said holding tips are capable of delivering energy to said contact 
surfaces. 

25. The suturing apparatus of claim 24 wherein said energy source is electricity. 

26. The suturing apparatus of claim 24 wherein said energy source is heat. 

10 27. The needle assembly of claim 4 wherein said external casing comprises a first 
outer surface portion and a second outer surface portion capable of forming 
an electrical circuit 

28. A method of reducing a probability of an accidental suture needle puncture 
event comprising; providing a safety suture needle of any of claims 1-22, 
15 performing a suturing procedure, activating an electrically or thermally 

responsive sheathing mechanism of said needle so as to move a sheath of 
said needle into a protective position with respect to a sharp tip of said 
needle; thereby reducing a probability of an accidental suture needle puncture 
event. 

20 29. A method of suturing, comprising providing a safety suture needle of any of 
claims 1-22, and performing a suturing procedure with said safety suture 
needle. 

30. A modified needle holder, comprising a needle holder having a first holding tip 
and a second holding tip, each electrically connected to a power source and 

25 capable of delivering electricity. 

31 . The modified needle holder of claim 30, further comprising a control switch or 
means for circuit regulation. 

32. A suturing kit comprising the suture needle assembly of any of claims 1-22 
and suture material. 

30 33. A suturing kit comprising the suture needle assembly of any of claims 1-22, a 
needle holder, and suture material. 



57 



WO 2005/077279 



PCTAJS2005/004275 



34. A suturing kit comprising the suture needle assembly of any of claims 1-22, a 
modified needle holder of claim 30, and suture material. 

35. A suture needle comprising a unifying element wherein the unifying element 
is either continuously connected to a needle casing or connected at multiple 
points thereto, wherein said unifying element comprises a shape memory 
material component and is capable upon a fracturing event of said needle 
casing of preventing dissociation of a needle part from another needle part or 
the remainder of the needle body. 

36. The suture needle of claim 35 wherein the shape memory material component 
is nitinol. 
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FIG. 5J 
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